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GST receipts’ growth picks up, still off target

Revenues surpass 21.87 lakh crore in October, marking the second highest monthly collection; despite the improved figure, the accruals so far continue to undershoot Budget

2024-25 estimates; Kerala records the highest growth at 20%, followed by Gujarat, whose revenues grew 17%; the poorest performance has come from J&K and Sikkim

GS Paper lll: Econom
Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

ndia’s Gross Goods

and Services Tax

(GST) collections sur-
passed 1.87 lakh crore in
October, marking the se-
cond highest monthly col-
lections on record, with
growth rebounding to
8.9% in October from Sep-
tember’s 40-month low
uptick of 6.5%.

Net revenues, after fac-
toring in refunds, grew at a
slower pace of 7.9% to a tad
over ¥1.68 lakh crore in Oc-
tober. However, this also
marked a recovery from
September’s growth rate of
3.9% which was the slow-
est so far in 2024-25.

Last month’s GST reve-
nues were only eclipsed by
the April 2024 collection of
¥2.1lakh crore. Despite the
improved growth figure,

GST revenues so far conti-
nue to undershoot the
Budget 202425 math,
which factored in a rise of
about 11% in net revenues.

In October, growth in
gross revenues from dom-
estic transactions im-
proved to 10.6% from
about 6% a month earlier,
while import revenues
grew at a much milder
pace of 3.9% in October,
halving from September’s
8% uptick. Net domestic
receipts in October, from
transactions undertaken in
September, were up 8.7%,
almost double the 4.5%
growth recorded in the
preceding month.

Overall revenues from
GST, prior to refunds, in
the first seven months of
this year, now stand at
12.74 lakh crore, 9.4% over
the same period of 2023-
24. Net revenues, after re-

Revenue resurgence

The chart shows India’s Gross Goods and Services Tax (GST)
collections from March 2023 to October 2024 (in  cr)
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funds, are also up 9% at ov-
er ¥11.27 lakh crore, as per
official numbers.

Deep variations

Amid the headline im-
provement in domestic
transactions,  variations
among States deepened
significantly relative to the

previous month, with a do-
zen States growing faster
than the 10.6% national av-
erage growth in domestic
revenues, a dozen under-
performing that pace, and
five States recording a con-
traction in gross GST re-
ceipts from a year ago.

On a year-on-year basis,

revenues were flat in Utta-
rakhand, while they
shrank a sharp 33% in Aru-
nachal Pradesh, 8% in Na-
galand, and 5% in Manipur,
which was a moderate im-
provement from the 33%
shrinkage in the strife-torn
State’s GST revenues dur-
ing September. Himachal
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh
clocked a contraction of
2% and 1%, respectively, in
October.

Kerala, by contrast, re-
corded the highest growth
at 20%, followed by Guja-
rat, whose revenues grew
17% after staying flat in Sep-
tember. Four States’ reve-
nues rose 15%, including
Haryana and West Bengal,
while Maharashtra and Bi-
har reported a 14% growth
in GST receipts.

Among the States that
witnessed weaker revenue
growth, the poorest perfor-

mance came from the erst-
while State of Jammu and
Kashmir as well as Sikkim,
with just 2% growth, fol-
lowed by a 3% rise in Jhark-
hand, and just 4% in Tamil
Nadu.

“While many large
States have recorded an in-
crease above 9%, some of
them and many of the
smaller States have shown
a below average increase,
which would be an area of
concern for them,” said
M.S. Mani, partner at De-
loitte India.

Jump in refunds

Refunds to domestic tax-
payers jumped 42.8% in
October, from about 24%
in September, improving
for the third straight
month. However, export-
related refunds of GST col-
lections contracted 2% in
October, compared to a

GST receipts’ growth picks up, still off target
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India’s Gross Goods and Services Tax (GST) collections surpassed ¥1.87
lakh crore in October, marking the second highest monthly collections
on record, with growth rebounding to 8.9% in October from
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September’s 40-month low uptick of 6.5%.
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39.2% spike in the preced-
ing month.

Overall refunds were
18.2% higher than last Oc-
tober, slowing for the se-
cond successive month.
Mr. Mani, however, felt
that the refund levels were
healthy and indicate stabil-
isation of the refund pro-
cess and reduction in re-
jections due to
interpretative issues. In Ju-
ly, refunds had contracted
by over 19%.

Vivek Jalan, partner at
Tax Connect Advisory Ser-
vices LLP, expressed con-
cern at the 9% net GST col-
lection growth so far in
2024-25. “This reflects that
the economic activity in In-
dia needs a push so that
the fiscal deficit target can
be achieved,” he said, not-
ing that the Budget had
penned in a higher growth
in GST revenues.

forad gfs 8.9% a& ugHt, wafes Riday & 40 TgA & faa R ot 9fs

6.5%

e Net revenues, after factoring in refunds, grew at a slower pace of 7.9% to a tad over

4t

¥1.68 lakh crore in October. However, this also marked a recovery from September’s
growth rate of 3.9%, which was the slowest so far in 2024-25.
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Last month’s GST revenues were only eclipsed by the April 2024 collection of ¥2.1 lakh
crore. Despite the improved growth figure, GST revenues so far continue to undershoot
the Budget 2024-25 math, which factored in a rise of about 11% in net revenues.

fOed HEIH BT GST oG Had IS 2024 H 2.1 AR PRIS & WU U Ul UT| S8R
gfg & dTaS[E, GST ISTG 3(d qH Fole 2024-25 b TG § HH g, o Y Iora &
T 11% D1 gl BT STHA UT|

In October, growth in gross revenues from domestic transactions improved to 10.6%
from about 6% a month earlier, while import revenues grew at a much milder pace of
3.9% in October, halving from September’s 8% uptick.

3fagaR H, TR e U Yhd IoRd H gl 6% F FGHR 10.6% 81 TS, SIaidh ST IoTed
3fagaR | 3.9% @ I X ¥ 91, off Ridar & 8% &1 gfg ¥ et 81 |

Net domestic receipts in October, from transactions undertaken in September, were up
8.7%, almost double the 4.5% growth recorded in the preceding month.
fdeR T fu 71U oFe O SragaR § Y R U1 8.7% Sel, Sl fUsd T &1 4.5% Jfa
BT ATHT ST B

Overall revenues from GST, prior to refunds, in the first seven months of this year, now
stand at ¥12.74 lakh crore, 9.4% over the same period of 2023-24. Net revenues, after
refunds, are also up 9% at over ¥11.27 lakh crore, as per official numbers.

39 a9 & Ugd 9Id HelHl § RS q Ugd &d GST IoId ¥12.74 AR B 8 1 g, S
2023-24 Pt 3T 3@l T 9.4% 31 g1 Nhs F aIg Y Io1a Ht 11.27 G FAS
3IfYE §, S 9% &1 &, SMABING 3fidhs! & AR |

Deep variations

e 3R

Amid the headline improvement in domestic transactions, variations among States
deepened significantly relative to the previous month, with a dozen States growing faster
than the 10.6% national average growth in domestic revenues, a dozen
underperforming that pace, and five States recording a contraction in gross GST receipts
from a year ago.
TR e H 2ives H YUR & o, Ul #EIH 1 gorT | IAsdl b §id 3icR B! 631 61
T, FOTH b ol Iy TR I191d 7 10.6% P14 Sid g I il 4 d¢, T qoi 3
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The weakest performance came from the erstwhile State of Jammu and Kashmir and
Sikkim, with just 2% growth, followed by Jharkhand with 3% growth and Tamil Nadu
with 4%.
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"While many large States have recorded an increase above 9%, some of them and many
smaller States have shown below-average growth, which could be a concern,” said M.S.
Mani, partner at Deloitte India.

Sdrge sfear & yrfieR Ta. . afvr 3 &gl & &8 95 ol H 9%  31fi® i 68 ©,
e $ 3R BIC Il & 3M9d I HH GG G0l B T @, Sl 39 1o1¢ Idl BT [aw g
qh g l"

Jump in refunds s o IoT@

Refunds to domestic taxpayers increased 42.8% in October, from around 24% in
September, marking the third consecutive month of improvement.

I PRI Bl fFgar | 42.8% Rbs ell, St Rydax # T T 24% T, AR AR
TEH JuUR T ]|

Export-related refunds contracted by 2% in October, compared to a 39.2% spike in the
preceding month.

afd ¥ Haiftra Rivs Sragax | 2% 9c T, el Usd JeiH | I8 39.2% I gie 2|

Overall refunds were 18.2% higher than last October, although growth slowed for the
second consecutive month.

Fd Rire fUad agar &1 ga-1 | 18.2% Sif¥® ¥, gTdife gfa TR gax dgH et
I

M.S. Mani commented that the healthy refund levels indicate a stable refund process
and fewer rejections due to interpretative issues.

TH.TY. 701 3 w1 fh ww Rbe TR Rive ufshar &t fRRAT 3R sara deeh gansit &
BRU SRIIPIT H HH DI i 8|

In July, refunds had contracted by over 19%.

qarg § Rivs T 19% A 3if¥e 1 fRTae ar1s o

Concerns Over Net GST Growth

Ae Siiead! gfg wR fiar

Vivek Jalan from Tax Connect Advisory Services LLP noted concern over the 9% net
GST collection growth so far in 2024-25, indicating a need to boost economic activity
to meet the fiscal deficit target.

TR Pae TSarseR] AT LLP & fade SITeT= 3 2024-25 # 3@ 96 Ft 9% A
STl W8 gfg R fidr ad 31, I8 $fd #vd gU & Ied vy °1e & ded o1 IR H
& for snfdfer Mfafafd &) SgM o1 Sawgdar gl

He added that the Budget had projected a higher growth rate for GST revenues.
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Regional Variations
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e GST revenues were flat in Uttarakhand, while they shrank 33% in Arunachal Pradesh,
8% in Nagaland, and 5% in Manipur — though this was an improvement from the 33%
decline in Manipur’s GST in September.

o ITRIES H SHuTCt Ioid fRR @7, Sa(P BT U= | 33%, TS A 8%, 3R
AR ¥ 5% YcT—gTdifd a8 AfgR & Shead! § Rider & 33% fRTae ¥ gur o7l

e Himachal Pradesh and Chhattisgarh recorded a contraction of 2% and 1% in October,
respectively.

o TRUTTE U SR BTG A FU: 2% 3R 1% B! YHa aof BI AFgaR A |
e Kerala reported the highest growth at 20%, followed by Gujarat at 17%, which was flat
in September.

o A 20% P AN YU 3P gl &ol B, 3T d1G ORI B 17% @, off RideRk § RR
|

e Four states, including Haryana and West Bengal, saw a 15% increase in GST revenues,
while Maharashtra and Bihar posted a 14% growth.

o TR I, foH gRamon SR uf¥e swmer wfia €, 3 15% i 3ol 31, el TgRIg 3R
fIeR 7 14% 3fS & o1

e Among states with weaker revenue growth, the poorest performance was from Jammu
and Kashmir and Sikkim.

o HUGIR IORG i T IA! & oY WIS TeRH T 3R HIHR 3R fafdea &1 1|
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Spousal privacy is fundamental right; evidence
obtained by violating it is inadmissible, says HC

IGS Paper Il: Right to Privacy |

MADURAI

“Privacy as a fundamental
right includes spousal pri-
vacy as well, and evidence
obtained by invading this
right is inadmissible,” the
Madurai Bench of the Ma-
dras High Court has held.

The court was hearing a
civil revision petition filed
by a woman.

Her marriage to her hus-
band was solemnised in
2003, and the couple have
two children born through
wedlock.

Alleging cruelty, adul-
tery and desertion on the
part of the woman, the man
had filed a petition for dis-
solution of marriage before
a sub-court in Paramakudi
in Ramanathapuram dis-
trict.

He had furnished the call
data record of his wife. The
woman had filed an appli-

ATTRA

Law cannot permit or encourage
snooping by one spouse on the
other, the Madurai Bench of the
Madras HC said. FILE PHOTO

cation seeking rejection of
the document. It was dis-
missed as premature. Chal-
lenging the same, the civil
revision petition was filed.

The bedrock

Justice G.R. Swaminathan
said that trust forms the be-
drock of matrimonial rela-
tionships. Spouses must
have implicit and total faith
and confidence in each oth-
er. Snooping on the other
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destroys the fabric of mari-
tal life. One cannot pry on
the other, he said. “Obtain-
ing information pertaining
to the privacy of the wife
without her knowledge and
consent cannot be viewed
benignly. Only if it is auth-
oritatively laid down that
evidence procured in
breach of the privacy rights
is not admissible, spouses
will not resort to surveil-
lance of the other,” the
court said.

“One may wonder if
marital misconduct, which
has to be made out for ob-
taining relief, may become
impossible to prove. It is
not so. It can very well be
established and proved by
appropriate means and, in
exceptional cases, the court
can even take it upon itself
to unearth the truth. Law
cannot proceed on the pre-
mise that marital miscon-
duct is the norm. It cannot

permit or encourage
snooping by one spouse on
the other,” the court
observed.

‘Breach of privacy’

The court said that the hus-
band had stealthily ob-
tained the information per-
taining to the call history of
his wife. He was not the
owner of the mobile device
or the registered user of the
SIM card. He had clandes-
tine custody of the same,
probably for a short while.
There had been a clear
breach of the privacy of his
wife, the court said. It said
that in light of Sections 63
and 39 of Bharatiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam, 2023, and Sec-
tion 79 A of the Information
Technology Act, 2000, a
person desirous of relying
on any electronic record as
evidence must submit a cer-
tificate at the time of filing
of the electronic record.
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Two assaulted: Naga outfits give
Manipur govt. 48 hours to arrest
members of Arambai Tenggol

IPCS

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Three Naga organisations
have demanded justice
from the Manipur govern-
ment for the two Naga men
who were allegedly assault-
ed by members of Arambai
Tenggol, a Meitei radical
group, in the State capital
Imphal on Thursday.

The Naga People’s Or-
ganisation, Senapati Dis-
trict Students’ Association,
and the Senapati District
Women’s Association is-
sued a statement warning
the Biren Singh-led Mani-
pur government of “action
to safeguard the communi-
ty” if it failed to punish
those behind the assault
within 48 hours.

The two Poumai Naga
victims were from Senapati

district of Manipur. The Na-
ga organisations said mem-
bers of the Arambai Teng-
gol assaulted Poumai Naga
men - V. Hrangao Blesson
Poumai and Dalou Poumai
- when they were returning
after purchasing livestock
in Imphal Valley’s Thoubal
district.

T61,400 seized’

The organisations said the
Arambai Tenggol members
dragged Mr. Blesson and
Mr. Dalou into their Unit 18
camp, tortured them, and
seized 361,400 cash from

their possession at
gunpoint.
“Despite producing

proof of their identities,
they were repeatedly threa-
tened and assaulted with
automatic rifles, violating
basic human rights and un-

dermining fundamental va-
lues of life, respect, and
dignity. This egregious act
of violence has no place in
our modern society,” a
joint statement issued by
the three organisations
said.

Appeal to PM

Meanwhile, the Thadou
Community International
(TCI) submitted a memo-
randum to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi through In-
dia’s High Commission of-
fice in London, highlight-
ing the plight of the
community due to the eth-
nic conflict in Manipur. The
Thadous are the largest
non-Naga tribe in Manipur
and the TCI is against the
clubbing of the community
with others in the Kuki-Zo

group.
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Arambai Tenggol

e Arambai Tenggol is a traditional weapon used by the Meitei warriors of Manipur.

e Originating from the historical region of Kangleipak (now Manipur), Arambai
Tenggol was primarily used by warriors during ancient battles to increase their range
of attack.

e The weapon is crafted in a dart-like shape and is thrown backward at enemies
while retreating on horseback.

e The unique design allowed Meitei warriors to strategically surprise their opponents,
making it an essential part of their military tactics.

o IRISTE TG HIOTGR P HIS 3T GRT ST fahaT S a1 Teh IRURS SR B
o 3T BRIUR B IART HIAUIS (3d ANIR) 85 4 g2 B

o I8 8RB ¥U J G & SR gHAT B o fo18 TS DI 3R Tl ST o, forasy
SR 3Tydiahd g1 oiTd ¥ 3R I8 Hids Alarsll & g HIRId & Wead gial Il

The weapon design reflects a specialized war tactic, where warriors could attack their
enemies even while retreating.

e Arambai Tenggol was made with materials found locally in Manipur, and the sharpness
of its dart-like shape made it both aerodynamic and deadly.

e Its strategic use highlights the warfare innovation of Meitei warriors, where offensive
and defensive tactics were combined.

3 SRR &1 f3oe U faRiv gg Yurifa ) awifar 8, foraw dier 1o ged gu off orom grusi
IR YA R Febd V| SRS A AR H Iudss RIHT Jrrht I &1 giar T, 3R 39!
IHIa 3MepTa 3 gar & Te H Fam 3R grde st |

e Historically, the use of Arambai Tenggol can be traced back to the times of King Garib
Niwaz of Manipur (18th century).

e During his reign, Meitei warriors used this weapon extensively in battles, particularly
against invading forces.

e The Arambai Tenggol also has a cultural aspect as it reflects the indigenous martial
skills of the Meitei community and is featured in cultural performances and festivals,
preserving its historical essence in Manipur's heritage.

Qfereree ggfar oiiv wivpfae Ao
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99 cities recorded ‘poor’ air
quality a day after Deepavali

Ambala in Haryana recorded the highest AQI of 367 followed by Amritsar in Punjab at 350, while the average AQI in Delhi

was 339; people burning crackers, defying a ban on it in places such as the national capital, added to the pollution levels

[GS Paper IlI: Environment |

The Hindu Data Team
CHENNAI

inety-nine of the
N 265 cities for which

Air Quality Index
(AQI) data were available
on the Central Pollution
Control Board website re-
ported “poor” air quality
on Friday (data for 24
hours prior to 4 p.m. on
this day).

An AQI value of 200 or
above corresponded to
“poor” quality.

Thirteen cities, includ-
ing Delhi, Gurugram, and
Ghaziabad in the National
Capital Territory Region,
recorded “very poor” air
quality — AQI of 300 or
above.

Defying firecracker ban
Ambala in Haryana record-
ed the highest AQI of 367
followed by Amritsar in
Punjab (350), while Delhi’s
average AQI was 339.
These 24 hours corres-
ponded to the period
when Deepavali revellers
took to burning crackers,
defying a ban on it in plac-
es such as Delhi. People

Peak Pollution

Ambala in Haryana registered the highest AQI value of 367 on
November 1 (24 hours till 4 p.m.)

Hereisa
ist of cities
hat
egistered a
“very poor”
air quality,
according to
the Central
Pollution
Control
Board

City AQl |Prominent City AQl |Prominent

value | pollutant value |pollutant

Ambala, 367 |PM25 Gurugram, |309 |PM2.5

Haryana Haryana

Amritsar, 1350 |PM2.5 Ghaziabad, [306 |PM2.5

Punjab U.P.

Delhi 339 |PM2.5 Kurukshetra, |306  |PM10

Hajipur, 332 |PM25 Haryana

Glhan Lucknow, [306 |PM2.5

Khurja, U.P. [320 |PM10 UP. g PMlE)J

Horadabad, 1320 |PM23 Chandigarh 302 |PM2.5

Bikaner, 312 |PM25

Rajasthan Source: Central Pollution Control Board

burnt crackers before 4
p.m. on Thursday as well.
On Thursday, the num-
ber of cities that had “very
poor” and “poor” air qual-
ity was relatively fewer —
six, including Delhi (se-

cond highest AQI of 328),
and 43, respectively. On
Wednesday, a day prior to
Deepavali celebrations, on-
ly Delhi registered “very
poor” air quality with an
AQI of 307. The number of

13 cities, including
Delhi, Gurugram and
Ghaziabad in the
NCR, recorded ‘very
poor’ air quality —
with an AQI of 300
or above, on Friday,
November 1

cities with “poor” AQI was
even fewer — 24, almost all
of them in North India.

Large cities such as
Mumbai, Chennai, Benga-
luru, Hyderabad, and Kol-
kata registered a “moder-
ate” AQI on Friday, but
even among them, the AQI
values had jumped from
those registered on Octob-
er 30.

Data from 2023 corres-
ponding to Deepavali cele-
brations show that Delhi’s
AQI was high at 358 on No-
vember 12, corresponding
to a “very poor” air quali-
ty, jumping from 218
(“poor”) the previous day.

Similar to this year, 53
and 85 cities had “very
poor” and “poor” AQI res-
pectively on November 12-
13 as compared with eight

and 42 cities the previous
day.

Pollution during winter
In cities such as Delhi and
others in northern India,
pollution levels peak dur-
ing the winter season due
to emissions from vehicles,
industries, garbage burn-
ing, and construction
work, besides stubble
burning after the paddy
season in neighbouring
States, with particles being
trapped in the cold air.

Unfavourable winds in
the early winter months
that don’t flush the pollu-
tants out also lead to a fas-
ter build-up.

Firecracker burning has
also contributed to exacer-
bating air quality during
this period.

On Friday, Delhi’s
Anand Vihar station re-
corded its 10th highest
concentration of PM2.5
this year (273.04 micro-
grams per cubic metre) if
24-hour values were
considered.

All nine others were in
January, when winter
peaks in the city.

Air Quality Index. (AQl)
d1rg UTdT JdhTDh (AQl)
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e The Air Quality Index (AQI) is a standardized tool used to communicate air quality
levels and the potential health risks of outdoor air pollution to the public.
I UG GAHIP (AQI) Uh AHDIHd USRI ¢ Sl arg JUTET ¥R 3R T8 arg
ggw@rﬁwﬁawna‘@ﬁﬁ 3{TH ST HI JUNT B & e ITANT foa S
I

e [t quantifies the air quality based on concentrations of major pollutants like PM2.5,
PM10, nitrogen dioxide (NO,), sulfur dioxide (SO;), ozone (O3), and carbon
monoxide (CO).

g TG U ! oIkl PM2.5, PM10, ATSC IS ST33ITaRITSS (NO,), ThR SIZ3IaIISS
(soz),%eﬁvrﬁ# (03), 3R BT WNSHTFITSS (CO) H WGl & YR TR aTg IUIGT !
HUdrg |

e InIndia, AQI levels are categorized as “Good,” “Satisfactory,” “Moderate,” “Poor,”
“Very Poor,” and “Severe” based on specific pollutant concentrations, as defined by
the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB).

HRA T, AQI TRI B “3<ST,” “JHATuel-d,” “HegH,” “WRE,” “Igd WIIF,” 3R
TR & ¥9 & Fifferd fasar T g, S for el wgwor =T 918 (CPCB) BT
RIS foar T B

Key Components of AQl Measurement
AQl UTU & U@ gch

e PM2.5 and PM10: Particulate matter smaller than 2.5 and 10 micrometers,
respectively, which can penetrate respiratory systems, causing health issues.

PM2.5 3fR PM10: HH: 2.5 3R 10 HISHIHICY T BIc U1 U, St 49 o7 & yaw
P Gbhd & R WY JHETSHT BT HRUT 97 Jhd g |

e NO; and SO;: Gaseous pollutants primarily from vehicle emissions and industrial
activities, contributing to respiratory problems.

NO, 3% SO,: TIiIg Ugy® o I3 &0 J ared Ioasid 3R Nenfire afafafRmt 3 s
g IR 4u woEreit ¥ dreH a7

e O3 (Ozone): Though beneficial in the upper atmosphere, ground-level ozone is
harmful and a significant component of smog.
0; (SHTSI): T I8 HU ArgHSH | AHGRY B, FHH-ITRT WA gIHSRS Bl &
3R YT (W) FT U HeayUl gea g

e CO (Carbon Monoxide): Produced from incomplete combustion, especially in high-
traffic areas, it can impact oxygen delivery in the body.

CO (PTEA THISHTFITSS): R g8 U Id, [aRIvex Sreaftres araraTd aret &3 1,
g IRR A ATRIH F WaTg o gHIfad IR Tl g |

AQl Levels and Health Implications
AQI ®R 3R WA YHTd
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“Good” (0-50): Minimal or no risk.

“3JJT” (0-50): TATH TT Plg SIRAH g1 |

“Satisfactory” (51-100): Acceptable air quality, with minor health impacts for
sensitive individuals.

“FATST®” (51-100): WIHA g UIGHT, HdgA=ia feaal o fore Are ey
UYId |

e “Moderate” (101-200): May cause discomfort among vulnerable groups.
“FT" (101-200): Hae-1RNd TYEI H SRIFAUT BT HRUI §9 Tabvel 5|

e “Poor” (201-300): Prolonged exposure could lead to breathing issues, particularly in
children, elderly, and people with respiratory conditions.
“@RTE" (201-300): e THY T YUh Y YTH HATE I 51 Yol o, [AATDR i,
T, 3R 4T g} 9 At 1|

e “Very Poor” (301-400): Health effects can be more severe for vulnerable groups.

“g§d WRTH" (301-400): Hae-TRNa TYE! & fTT W gHTd 31 7R &) T&d B

e “Severe” (401-500): Significant risk to health; everyone may experience serious
effects.
“T1R" (401-500): W & AW Ag@yu! wiife®; T+t el &1 1R TuTa &1 |

BT US haT g |

Monitoring and Updates

fARTY 3R srera=

e The CPCB regularly updates AQI data on its official website to inform the public
about air quality levels and related advisories, especially during high-pollution
periods, such as winter in urban areas of North India.

CPCB 307 MRIY® dadTge R Hufid TU T AQI ST &) 3T HdT 8 dlfp Sl
DI IR T[0T W SR FaRd Tee & IR H TSR &1 o 9o, faRw 0 J I=I-Uguur
3af 4, S o IR URd & et & § afdal & SR |
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Bibek Debroy, PM’s Economic Advisory Council Chairman, no more

NEW DELHI

Noted author, economist
and Padma Shri awardee
Bibek Debroy, who had
been the Prime Minister’s
Economic Advisory Coun-
cil Chairman since 2017,
passed away on Friday
morning at the age of 69.

Mr. Debroy was also a
member of the NITI Aayog,
which had replaced the
erstwhile Planning Com-
mission, till mid-2019, and
had wide-ranging interests
beyond economics. He was
also a Sanskrit scholar who
had translated the Bhaga-
vad Gita, the Vedas, the Ra-
mayana and the Mahabha-
rata; and was working on a
project to translate the Pu-
ranas as well that remained
incomplete.

The veteran economist,
who had been ailing for a
few weeks, had been ad-
mitted to the AIIMS emer-

gency around 10 p.m. on
Thursday. Hospital sources
said he had “subacute in-
testinal obstruction” and
expired at 7 a.m. on Friday.
Leaders across the political
spectrum paid lofty tri-
butes to Mr. Debroy.

“Dr. Bibek Debroy Ji was
a towering scholar...
Through his works, he left
an indelible mark on In-
dia's intellectual land-
scape. Beyond his contri-
butions to public policy, he
enjoyed working on our
ancient texts, making them
accessible to the youth,”
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi wrote in a post on X.

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh called Mr. Debroy
“aman of unusually wide-
ranging interests” who was
“first and foremost a fine
theoretical and empirical
economist who worked
and wrote on various as-
pects of the Indian econo-
my”. President Droupadi

BIBEK DEBROY (1955-2024)

Murmu said the country
has lost an eminent public
intellectual and termed his
understanding of India’s
social, cultural and eco-

nomic  landscape  as
“exceptional”.
Finance Minister Nirma-

la Sitharaman noted that
Mr. Debroy “profusely par-
ticipated in policy mak-
ing”. “He was prolific in
translating Sanskrit to En-

glish — our epics and pura-
nas. His book Sarama and
Her Children showed his
uncanny knack in extract-
ing nuggets from our an-
cient texts. Bibek, you had
so much more to do and to
complete — for all our
sake!” wrote Ms.
Sitharaman.

Warm, affable and eru-
dite, Mr. Debroy remained
a prolific author and co-

lumnist even after joining
the NITI Aayog, continuing
to shed light and seek on
an eclectic variety of is-
sues, including but not res-
tricted to arcane and ar-
chaic legislation, and the
Indian Railways’ history
and operational nuances.
In his recent public
speeches, Mr. Debroy had
mooted the need for the
country to expeditiously
conduct the population
Census that has been over-
due for a few years, and to
revisit key economic me-
trics, including the poverty
line definition.

Early years and career

After his schooling at Ra-
makrishna Mission School,
Narendrapur, Mr. Debroy
had studied at Presidency
College, Kolkata, followed
by the Delhi School of Eco-
nomics and Trinity Col-
lege, Cambridge. Starting
with a teaching stint at his

alma mater Presidency
College, Mr. Debroy had
worked at the Gokhale In-
stitute of Economics and
Politics in Pune, followed
by the Indian Institute of
Foreign Trade in the na-
tional capital.

The economist also
spent a year with the De-
partment of Economic Af-
fairs in the Finance Minis-
try in the mid-1990s, but
one of his longest serving
roles was the directorship
of the Rajiv Gandhi Insti-
tute for Contemporary Stu-
dies (RGICS) between 1997
and 2005.

At RGICS, a report
steered by Mr. Debroy and
published in 2005, had
created a flutter in the first
year of the Manmohan
Singh-led UPA regime by
naming Gujarat, then un-
der Chief Minister Naren-
dra Modi, as India’s top
State on an index to mea-
sure economic freedom.

Bibek Debroy, PM’s Economic Advisory Council
Chairman, No More

fye® Sar1g, tieH &t snfdfe JaeedR uRue & 3iee,
3(q 81 T3
Noted author, economist, and Padma Shri awardee Bibek Debroy, who

had been the Prime Minister’'s Economic Advisory Council Chairman
since 2017, passed away on Friday morning at the age of 69.

RIS a9, RT3k w1 ft ReR | gwifaa faa® eavig, i
2017 | gUTTHAT BT e qeedR uRYG & e 4, BT YhaR Yoo

69 94 1 MY | e g T

This had led to a heated
debate on the Gujarat mo-
del of development, and
amid unease in the Con-
gress ranks, Mr. Debroy
eventually moved on to the
Punjab Haryana Delhi
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry or PHDCCL. A
two-year stint at the indus-
try body was followed by a
long stint at the Centre for
Policy and Research from
2007 till he became part of
the Centre’s think tank af-
ter Mr. Modi’s government
assumed office in 2014.

Mr. Ramesh recalled
that Mr. Debroy had a spe-
cial skill for lucid exposi-
tion that would make lay-
persons easily understand
complex economic issues.
“Bibek was also a very
prolific,c and  always
thought-provoking, com-
mentator in the media,” he
said.

(With inputs from Bindu
Shajan Perappadan)

Mr. Debroy was also a member of the NITI Aayog till mid-2019 and had wide-ranging
interests beyond economics.

oft TRTT 2019 F A dF HHd MR F T it A 3R ITp! 3T = & 3rcrar 3

et o off ot
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e He was a Sanskrit scholar who translated the Bhagavad Gita, the Vedas, the Ramayana,
and the Mahabharata; he was also working on a project to translate the Puranas, which
remained incomplete.

d TP Ud fagH ¥, S8R wTae 1T, 9, AT iR HRTHRG &1 3fale foba; 3
TRTUT 7 3T PR b Teb Woiae UR HI BTH PR I8 U, Ol 7¢I T

e The veteran economist, who had been ailing for a few weeks, was admitted to the AIIMS
emergency around 10 p.m. on Thursday.

3IHAT SRR, O $B TS ¥ TR U, DI TSAR B d 10 Tt TR FHRSAT T Yl

fopam T |

e Hospital sources said he had “subacute intestinal obstruction” and expired at 7 a.m. on
Friday.
AT & A A I o6 I8 "HIZEE 311 TahTac” ot 3R YehaR P Yag 7 a9t 3T
e g1

e Leaders across the political spectrum paid lofty tributes to Mr. Debroy.

faftrer Joifae <al & sl 3 ft TR BT Hgioiter fd ol

e "Dr. Bibek Debroy Ji was a towering scholar... Through his works, he left an indelible mark
on India’s intellectual landscape,” Prime Minister Narendra Modi wrote in a post on X.

37, {99 TR St T A fagM ... 307 B! & HILTH Y I6i7 HRA & Silgd URE
R TS e BU SIS, FUTHA g At 3 T R T UiRe ¥ forar|

e Congress leader Jairam Ramesh called Mr. Debroy “a man of unusually wide-ranging
interests” and “a fine theoretical and empirical economist.”

PG a1 SR AR N SR B "SR U § UG Sl ard dAfad” 3R "Th
JEH Agifass iR FagIReS iR H3T|

e President Droupadi Murmu said the country has lost an eminent public intellectual and
termed his understanding of India’s social, cultural, and economic landscape as
“exceptional.”

yufa Sudt 4 A Fe1 5 <X 7 U ygE Ardee g @l e § ok 3% WRd &
TS, Wipiad 3R e uRewd & I &) "SRIYR" HET|

e Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman noted that Mr. Debroy “profusely participated in
policy making” and translated Sanskrit epics and Puranas to English.

farr wi=t frderr armor 3 oe1 fos it darra =it i & TeR1E @ yr aa 9 3R I
W d ARIHTIA! SR QRIUN &1 3T H Srare Tl

e "His book Sarama and Her Children showed his uncanny knack in extracting nuggets
from our ancient texts,” Ms. Sitharaman added.
3D [ AT TS g Faes=T = R e Ul 4 Al Adbreq @ 39! sigyd &l
1 &R, HaRHoT A S|

e She expressed regret, stating, "Bibek, you had so much more to do and to complete —
for all our sake!”

Bﬁl@?ﬂﬁﬂﬁ@w "fS9, 3P TN Tgd $S B SR TR IR & 8 &1 — gH
) "
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Warm, affable and erudite personality of Bibek Debroy

fade qavia o1 THeR, firaa iR fagm safeaa

Warm, affable, and erudite, Mr. Debroy remained a prolific author and columnist even
after joining the NITI Aayog, continuing to shed light on a variety of issues, including
archaic legislation and the history and operational nuances of Indian Railways.

mionef, fErad ok fagm, ot et Hifer smair & wfie 819 & a1e off U TR aRa 8k
HHR &4 g, Forgin Ui 1! 3R YR Yerd & 3faen SR Iaraq & faavur ufga
faftrst gei oR YepT1 STell|

In his recent public speeches, Mr. Debroy had mooted the need for the country to
conduct the population Census expeditiously and revisit key economic metrics,
including the poverty line definition.

gIfer Frdoifes HIYoT &, ot TeR1T 3 S0 &1 ST ¥ B SR TRe! ¥ET Bt
ORYTYT Aied UgE HTd AUES! IR YAGaR & &1 Sa=adhdl Sidls |

Early years and career

URIY® 99 3R FRAR
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After schooling at Ramakrishna Mission School, Narendrapur, Mr. Debroy studied at
Presidency College, Kolkata, followed by the Delhi School of Economics and Trinity
College, Cambridge.

TG FH T d, INEUR H Tpell fR1a & §1e, 41 qaRig 3 TS Ht Pierdl, Plereprl,
faeetht Y@ 3ifw gaIAITay iR R wice, Hfwre  sreqg fasan

Starting with a teaching stint at Presidency College, Mr. Debroy worked at the Gokhale
Institute of Politics and Economics, Pune, followed by the Indian Institute of Foreign
Trade in Delhi.

TS waw § SeaT0 ¥ LB B & 916, A GaRiT - MEA SHIeIE 3HTh
giferfea TS SHIATRGY, gut 3R iR YRt fadsr @R I, fewt # o foa)

Mr. Debroy also spent a year with the Department of Economic Affairs in the Finance
Ministry in the mid-1990s.

oft SR 7 1990 & b & AL # fadd HATeg & 3 Al & fauUnT 7 v avf &1
HrdpT HY fodmar|

His longest-serving role was as director of the Rajiv Gandhi Institute for
Contemporary Studies (RGICS) from 1997 to 2005.

3P Y AGT HRIGTA Yoitg Mt S SIE BIR HEARS] ool (IROISMFHITH) &
A= & U T 1997 | 2005 T IE

At RGICS, a report steered by Mr. Debroy in 2005 ranked Gujarat, under then Chief
Minister Narendra Modi, as India’s top state for economic freedom, sparking a debate
on the Gujarat model of development.
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o JRSHIMFHITH & 4t TeRIT GRT 2005 F TH NUIE 7 39 IHT & GRwAT g Wt &
A H ORTd B TS Tddl B HRd BT MY o8 g, R eRTd disd 31
SAaUHe W 959 &g TS|

e Amid Congress unease, Mr. Debroy moved to the Punjab Haryana Delhi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (PHDCCI), later working at the Centre for Policy and
Research from 2007 until he joined the Economic Advisory Council under Prime
Minister Modi.

o FHIUY DI TGSl & §Hd, 4t TaRIT UeiTe gfvamon fRRwh Ao 3w wru T s}
(Freasiiitang) # 9 U ok oG # 2007 3 uiferdt Us R dex # o fodn, 59 a%
% a8 v Mdt & ded enfie TaeeR uivg & wnfia 7€l gul

e Congress leader Jairam Ramesh praised Mr. Debroy's lucid exposition of complex
economic issues, calling him a thought-provoking commentator.

o HIUY AT TR I A Sfed e Gei o1 WF AR & e off SaRiT &1 =i &t 3R
32 1o faaRmve fewiier sdm
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India silent after U.S. imposes
sanctions on 19 Indian entities

Officials have not commented on whether the issue had come up for discussion in a phone

call between National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and his US. counterpart, Jake Sullivan

ed directly to the U.S.

decision to put 19 In-
dian entities under sanc-
tions for providing “dual-
use” technologies to Rus-
sia.

Calling them “Third-
Country Sanctions Evad-
ers”, the U.S. Treasury De-
partment on Wednesday
imposed sanctions on
nearly 400 companies and
individuals from 17 coun-
tries. On Friday , however,
India’s Ministry of External
Affairs declined to com-
ment, despite several re-
quests for a reaction to the
sanctions imposed on a
number of Indian compa-
nies by the U.S. in a single
action against Russia.

Officials also did not
comment on whether the
issue had been discussed
in a phone call between
National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval and his U.S.
counterpart, Jake Sullivan,
on Thursday .

A readout from the U.S.
White House said the two
Advisers had discussed
“regional security develop-
ments, underscoring the
need for further efforts to

l ndia has not respond-

National Security Adviser Ajit Doval with his U.S. counterpart,
Jake Sullivan, in New Delhi in this June 17 photo. PTI

ensure stability in the In-
do-Pacific region and glo-
bally”, but made no men-
tion of the U.S. action over
Russia-linked companies in
India.

Closer collaboration
“They also discussed furth-
er opportunities for closer
collaboration in key do-
mains, including clean
energy supply chains and
defence cooperation,” the
readout added, highlight-
ing “progress in the bilater-
al partnership”, through
the Initiative on Critical
and Emerging Technology
(iCET) launched by them in
2023.

The Modi government
has thus far not responded

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t. me/patrioticl AS

to U.S. Treasury sanctions
against a number of Indian
entities for links to Russia
and Iran since 2022, hold-
ing only that India “does
not recognise unilateral
sanctions”. According to
the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment, the U.S. will now
freeze all property of the
sanctioned companies and
owners in the United States
and ban all transactions by
U.S. citizens with them.
“The United States and
our allies will continue to
take decisive action across
the globe to stop the flow
of critical tools and tech-
nologies that Russia needs
to wage its illegal and im-
moral war against Uk-
raine,” Deputy Secretary of

the Treasury Wally Adeye-
mo, said, announcing the
sanctions.

The call between the
two NSAs, which followed
the announcement, came
days after India and China
announced they had disen-
gaged in the last two pend-
ing friction points on the
Line of Actual Control, in-
dicating a thaw in ties after
four years of a military
stand-off. The NSAs spoke
amid escalating tensions
between India and Canada
over the Nijjar killing case,
and recent accusations
that Home Minister Amit
Shah had directed the kill-
ing of the Canadian Khalis-
tani activist last year.

When asked, the U.S.
State Department spokes-
person said the allegations,
made by the Royal Cana-
dian Mounted Police Com-
missioner as well as the De-
puty Foreign Minister in
public comments, were
“concerning”, and the U.S.
government would “conti-
nue to consult with the Ca-
nadian government about
those allegations”. The Mi-
nistry of External Affairs
has thus far not comment-
ed on the latest allegations
from Canada or the U.S.
statement of “concern”.
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India silent after U.S. imposes sanctions on 19 Indian
entities

wmﬁwmﬂﬁﬁw%mmﬁ

Officials have not commented on whether the issue had come up for
discussion in a phone call between National Security Adviser Ajit Doval
and his U.S. counterpart, Jake Sullivan.

JftreTial 3 30 IR Pig fewht 98 #t 7 fos Ifia gean geaeeR sefta
SIUTA 3R 3% AN TUPHE FF Jaad & i BiF Hicl 1 98 el
gl § STAT 4T a1 81|

e India has not responded directly to the U.S. decision to put 19 Indian entities under
sanctions for providing “dual-use” technologies to Russia.

o UYRA Y ARSI F Had R WY IR R ufafrar T < 2, e 19 yRedr Twamsif w
I B ZA-gol” Wit ve &= & fag ufdee ame 7 § |

e (Calling them “Third-Country Sanctions Evaders”, the U.S. Treasury Department on
Wednesday imposed sanctions on nearly 400 companies and individuals from 17
countries.

o SIS BT “US-Hd] RN TdSH” FHd gy, 3MR®! ol fAURT A gUar &1 17
=1 B} AT 400 U SR SfdTal R Hidey T

e On Friday, however, India’s Ministry of External Affairs declined to comment, despite
several requests for a reaction to the sanctions imposed on a number of Indian
companies by the U.S. in a single action against Russia.

o Tifdh IMEHAR DI, URA & A Faamery A fewull o A SHHR o a7, waf smfveT
TR ¥ & RIATH Uhd HRAE H B3 RO HUHTl U T Y ufase iR ufafsar &
foTe &5 Ry fpu e A

e Officials also did not comment on whether the issue had been discussed in a phone call
between National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and his U.S. counterpart Jake Sullivan
on Thursday.

o SifRreIREl 3 g i fewult 7€) @1 fob T R&m TP R Sreiid SIHTS 3R I7h
IAND THBE AP Jfora- & &g TSAR & BIH HId § I8 g1 7! § ST 47 a1 751 |

e Areadout from the U.S. White House said the two Advisers had discussed “regional
security developments”, underscoring the need for further efforts to ensure stability in
the Indo-Pacific and globally, but made no mention of the U.S. action over Russia-
linked companies in India.
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|

Closer collaboration

A IS
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“They also discussed further opportunities for closer collaboration in key domains,
including clean energy supply chains and defence cooperation,” the readout added,
highlighting “progress in the bilateral partnership” through the Initiative on Critical
and Emerging Technology (iCET) launched by them in 2023.

"SR WSS SHell ATYfel YW 3N V&1 TGN Aigd TG &A1 H PRIat gl & 3R
JATR| W TG B, Ug & dal T, S 2023 T E &1 TS Agedyul 3R SUT
Wt ugd (iCET) & Wy ¥ fgueha argiert # wifa &1 X@ifed fear T g |

The Modi government has thus far not responded to U.S. Treasury sanctions against a
number of Indian entities for links to Russia and Iran since 2022, holding only that
India “does not recognise unilateral sanctions”.

A IRPR A 3F T = 3R I J el & oI HReT GyT3if TR T8 78 2022 |
gﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁaﬁﬁwaﬂéqﬁmﬁaﬁ $Jd I8 el ¢ b YR "THah] Ufaael
AT E

According to the U.S. Treasury Department, the U.S. will now freeze all property of
the sanctioned companies and owners in the United States and ban all transactions by
U.S. citizens with them.

AR} o fAURT & R, SMf¥®T 3@ wga Isy rifveT A ufasfia Hufar sik
HIfeTD! 1 HURT BT BT DT SR SARDT ARRDT GRT 37 T FH -G A & |

“The United States and our allies will continue to take decisive action across the
globe to stop the flow of critical tools and technologies that Russia needs to wage its
illegal and immoral war against Ukraine,” said Deputy Secretary of the Treasury
Wally Adeyemo, announcing the sanctions.

"HTd ST ARG 3R FHR At afye W w FHuifas srRar 9t w@@w arfe
T & Iob & fJTE 33y 3R 3Mfad g S & [ SH1axaed Tg@yul IudHRur 3R
UGl & UaTs &I AchT off Th,"++ FSPT Ashest 3T® ¢okl arelt TeaH! = Ufaael ot
HIYUIT & gU Hal|

The call between the two NSAs, which followed the announcement, came days after
India and China announced they had disengaged in the last two pending friction
points on the Line of Actual Control (LAC), indicating a thaw in ties after four years of
a military stand-off.

QI TP RET AATGPRI & a1 I8 HIl GINUN & F1G 3HTS, TS 1o Ugd WRd SR A
3 "ivon ot 2 for arafa® Ao @ (LAC) W sifa & dfad au fdgsit &R srenmma gt
T B, O IR AT & 8 MRy & 91 Yaddt § JUR &7 Gbd B
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e The NSAs spoke amid escalating tensions between India and Canada over the Nijjar
killing case, and recent accusations that Home Minister Amit Shah had directed the
killing of the Canadian Khalistani activist last year.

o ITTT FR&M FATEPRI 1 ISR TAT ATHA I b HR 3R HTST b §iId g a1 b
o 91 31, 3R gIferar o4l & & fos 78 vt oifda g A sd u1a FATSTS
QIR Sl o1 gl &1 e faam o

e When asked, the U.S. State Department spokesperson said the allegations, made by
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police Commissioner as well as the Deputy Foreign
Minister in public comments, were “concerning”, and the U.S. government would
“continue to consult with the Canadian government about those allegations”.

o TP UM R, ARSI fad= fRurT & yasan A $e1 (& aa Ffsa ardes yfe
T 3R I fad=r Wit g1 ArdwAes fewfort & @ g 3Ry “Riaremie” 9, ¢k
IAND TROR FATST WRBR & 1Y 3 AR TR " FATG-HRITART SRT |~

e The Ministry of External Affairs has thus far not commented on the latest allegations
from Canada or the U.S. statement of “concern”.

o fAw HaTer™ 7 319 dF PATST & TAHdH ARIUT T ARBY Bt “fiar” e feuoh w i
yfaferar 761 < Bl
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Sickness, infirmity
are grounds for bail
in PMLA case, says SC

|GS Paper Ill: Internal Security |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
highlighted that sickness
and infirmity of an accused
are grounds for bail even
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA).

A threejudge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India D.Y. Chandrachud, in
a recent order, highlighted
the leeway given to an ail-
ing accused under the anti-
money laundering law
while allowing interim bail
to Amar Sadhuram Mul-
chandani, former Chair-
person of Seva Vikas Co-
operative Bank.

The proviso to Section
45(1) of the PMLA specifi-
cally contemplates that a
person who “is sick or in-
firm” may be released on
bail if the Special Court so
directs.

Section 45 of the Pre-
vention of Money Launder-
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ing Act, 2002 or PMLA cov-
ers bail. Clause (1) of
Section 45 is stringent —
the accused would get bail
only if the court was satis-
fied there were reasonable
grounds for believing they
were not guilty. Further,
the court should be satis-
fied that the accused
would not commit any of-
fence while out on bail.
These twin conditions
make getting bail in the
PMLA cases an almost im-
possible task.

However, the proviso to
clause (1) of Section 45 al-
lows courts the discretion
to exempt persons below
16 years of age, women,
the sick or the infirm from
these dual conditions for
bail, providing humane
relief.

In the current case, the
court noted that Mr. Mul-
chandani was 67 years old
and had already spent
nearly a year and three
months in custody.
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India spells out finance needs
for biodiversity, conservation

GS Paper lll: Environment

India expects to spend
around 381,664 crore on
biodiversity and conserva-
tion from the financial year
2025 to 2030. From 2018 to
2022, India spent 332,207
crore, and to meet the
higher financing require-
ments would require funds
from sources beyond rou-
tine government expendi-
ture, the country stated in
its updated submission at
the ongoing 16th edition of
Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD) in Colom-
bia (COP-16).

The expenditure from
2018 to 2022 was purely
that expended by the
Centre as allocations to va-
rious Ministries or statuto-
ry bodies for the conserva-
tion and biodiversity-
linked programmes.

Indian officials at the
conference said interna-
tional finance would be ne-
cessary to meet these
goals. “I would like to men-
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Indian officials at the conference said that lot of ground needs have
to be covered for the implementation of NBSAP. AFp

tion that it is necessary to
provide means of imple-
mentation, including fi-
nancial resources, as laid
down in target 19 of the
Kunming Montreal Global
Biodiversity = Framework
(KMGBF) as well as from
Digital Sequence Informa-
tion (DSI), for implementa-
tion of the National Biodi-
versity ~ Strategies and
Action Plans (NBSAP),” Kir-
ti Vardhan Singh, Minister
of State (Environment),
said at the convention.
“Lot of ground needs to be
covered in providing easily
accessible means of imple-

mentation, i.e. financial re-
sources, technology and
capacity building needs
with the requisite speed,
scope and scale.”

The KMGBF refers to
biodiversity goals pre-
viously agreed upon by
countries to reverse and
stop biodiversity loss by
2030.

The DSI is one of the
agreements currently be-
ing debated upon by coun-
tries in Colombia and deals
with equitably sharing the
benefits from uploading
genetic data of organisms
in global databases.




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

India spells out finance needs for biodiversity,
conservation

YR 3 Siq fafaear siv Tvevr & fore faxia
ATIIDH TSN BT Iovig fopar

India expects to spend around ¥81,664 crore on biodiversity and
conservation from the financial year 2025 to 2030.

YRd &1 IFNe ¢ f a8 fa=ig af 2025 3 2030 & &4 w9 fAfaedr sk
TR&IUT UR TTHIT 281,664 IS Wd B

e From 2018 to 2022, India spent ¥32,207 crore, and to meet the higher financing
requirements would require funds from sources beyond routine government
expenditure.

o 2018 ¥ 2022 & &9, URH A ¥32,207 HIs W by, 3R 3= faiy saaerarst & 0
HA & g Faftg ReR! Od § W Al § [ o sraxgemdr gt

e The country stated this in its updated submission at the ongoing 16th edition of the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in Colombia (COP-16).

o XA FHIdifaar # Id I8 wifde fafdedar I9e= (CBD) & 16d HIHIUT (COP-16) H 30~
3 UfadRur § I8 Fal|

e The expenditure from 2018 to 2022 was purely that expended by the Centre as
allocations to various Ministries or statutory bodies for conservation and biodiversity-
linked programmes.

o 2018 W 2022 T H1 Wd U3I 7RE U g gRI [ HaTedl a1 que ol o TRem
3R oia fafayar-Tefia srdwHl & forg sdfed fasar mar

¢ Indian officials at the conference said international finance would be necessary to
meet these goals.

o FHITH H HRHH IfUTRAT = 81 b 37 w1edl 1 g1 b= & forg Siargiy fa
3fa=geh B |

e "l would like to mention that it is necessary to provide means of implementation,
including financial resources, as laid down in target 19 of the Kunming Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF) as well as from Digital Sequence
Information (DSI),” said Kirti Vardhan Singh, Minister of State (Environment) at the
convention.

o oA ¥ frfd gt Rig, wrsa w=ft (wataron 3 Fe, o g8 gamn argar g f& $aftim
Hifead Taiaa wig fafaedar hHad (KMGBF) & @&T 19 & ded faxita el dfed
HTATI & I UG BT AP 5, 1Y 8 f$ored srgspa e RT (Dsh) 3 1"
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"Lot of ground needs to be covered in providing easily accessible means of
implementation, i.e., financial resources, technology, and capacity building needs
with the requisite speed, scope, and scale,” he added.

o I T, "HHIGAT & JIH Y1 o9 faxdta Gamey, wenfie i ergar fFmfor
P SRl DI ATTAD T, AR MR THAA & 1Y RT A & foe onft aga 5o
AT IDI 1"

e The KMGBF refers to biodiversity goals previously agreed upon by countries to reverse
and stop biodiversity loss by 2030.

e KMGBF 37 Sig fafdyar aeal o Tefid &dr g, 5 W 2 3 2030 a9 Sia fafdudr 1
BIN B Ieed 3R AP & forw Tgafd oued &t A

e The DSl is one of the agreements currently being debated by countries in Colombia and
deals with equitably sharing the benefits from uploading genetic data of organisms in
global databases.

e DSI 3T IHNGI H T T g 59 R g0 # Siafayr # S gR1 989 &1 W1 E! g, 3R T8
Y Serav | oital & AMFaRP ST B UAS B I UK ATHl B AT &0 4
TS PR W Feifdrd g

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) / w9 fafayar dfdr (CBD)

e The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) is an international agreement signed
during the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

e Its primary goals are the conservation of biological diversity, sustainable use of
biodiversity resources, and fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from
genetic resources.

wig fafaear wfr (cBD) T o T § S 1992 ¥ wreia & feat §t sfvan o
gt R THier & SR SwIER a1 T U1 $HS T Iexd oid fafdedr 1
RN, ia fafaerar Saremt &1 Iad SUART SR Tafies TureH I ure ardl &1
T 3R A faavor §1

e The CBD is legally binding and encourages countries to implement biodiversity-
friendly policies. In India, the National Biodiversity Act, 2002 was introduced in
alignment with the CBD's objectives to protect the country’s biodiversity and foster
sustainable development.

CBD T ¥4 I ISR § 3R S &I oia fafqedr-fedsh fifear ey aza & fo
icTfed Rl 8 | HRA H, e wa fafayar siftffae, 2002 &1 <=1 &1 e fafded @1
&1 3R qad [P &1 9gIaT ¢ & folE CBD & Ie=4! & 1Y Adl WTdl §T U fawarm 7
Tl

e The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety was adopted under the CBD in 2000 and
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focuses on the safe handling, transfer, and use of living modified organisms
(LMOs) that may impact biodiversity.

PIeioHT Weldid o! 2000 H CBD & dgd SAU-TT 4T AT 3R g Wig fafaerar & yvifaa
FRA I Shifad SRAFA St (LMOs) & GRI&T TaeH, VIR0 3R ITIN WR dHisd ¢ |

e The Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit-sharing, adopted in 2010, aims to
ensure fair sharing of benefits derived from genetic resources.

AT WiEtdid ! 2010 H SUT T 3R SUHT 3e-T HTIARIS SHTeH! I U arHi
BT T faavor GAEd s 8

e In 2022, the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework was adopted at
COP15 in Montreal, Canada. Its goals include halting biodiversity loss, restoring
ecosystems, and protecting 30% of the world’s land and marine areas by 2030.

2022 §, pARRT-AfTd afye g fafquar am@r cop1s § Aifead, HrsT § S/o-m
7| S0 wiEdl & o R B g Bl A, TR o &1 SeTeh, 31K 2030 A
ST & 30% Y-HITT 3R TS &t BT & ST A 5|

e Currently, 196 countries are signatories to the CBD, making it one of the most widely
adopted international treaties in existence.

gIAH H 196 S CBD WR BHIERS ! &, SNl 39 3(d db D] a4 ATD TU I 3(UATS T
Siag Wit § § U S 5

Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (2022)

The Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) was adopted in December
2022 during the 15th Conference of Parties (COP15) to the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD), held in Montreal, Canada. This landmark framework is the global
community's response to the escalating biodiversity crisis, aiming to halt biodiversity loss,
restore degraded ecosystems, and secure sustainable use of natural resources.

pARRT-uifad A Sa fafaear e (6BF) & fadaR 2022 # S fafauar Wfy (cep) &
150 YHT (COP15) & R Aif=edd, HTST H 3T 77 UT| T8 i afyes g fafayar Yae
o Fafd A, mRfRufa®! 3 3t sgTel 37 3R Uipfae Tt & Tad IuaiT &1 gAfad
HA I = A siarigh T @t wfafsran B

Key Objectives of the Framework / ek uqd G%W

1. Protect 30% of Land and Marine Areas by 2030

o The GBF sets a goal to protect 30% of the world’s terrestrial and marine
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ecosystems by 2030, an initiative widely known as the "30x30" target.

o 2030 TP 30% YF 3R T &= Bt YR&T: GBF BT A&H 2030 TP Ay F 30%
R 3T It wifRufa® o1 &1 ven a3 5, S/ "30x30" deg & T H

ST S & |
2. Restore Degraded Ecosystems

o Another core target is to restore at least 20% of degraded ecosystems
globally by 2030, emphasizing sustainable land management and
reforestation.

o eifaua wRfRufa® =t o1 TeTelt: e 31 T @80 2030 9% affjd WX W
U A Y 20% &ifavra wiiifRufas &= 3t agelt €, S gad Y uses 3R
TR0 R SR T 2|

3. Reduce Pollution and Halt Species Extinction

o The framework emphasizes reducing harmful pollutants like plastic waste and
pesticide use by at least half, while simultaneously aiming to prevent the
extinction of endangered species.

o VGUYT Pl F BT R eI & RAged F11 FY Apr: 78 il wiies
HTR 3R BICARID] O IHRD UGHD! Bl HH B 3R YheIxd YoTfad &
fage 811 1 AP R SR IR

4. Sustainable Management of Genetic Resources

o A key element of the GBF is to ensure sustainable and fair access to genetic
resources and the benefits derived from them, aligning with the Nagoya
Protocol.

o SATIAfRI® WA BT Fad Y§UH: GBF HT U YW g ATIIRTd SATe]
3R I T ATHY TP Had SR AR g AT 31 8, S AT
NI & T g

5. Indigenous and Local Community Involvement

o Recognizing the role of indigenous communities, the framework ensures that
traditional knowledge and practices are integrated into biodiversity
conservation.

o RN 3R RITI wqerdl #t Urfier: Wzl Yqert & uffie! & ugard
8T, i1 g8 gHfYd ora1 & foh oia fafaear WRemr & urufye 79 Siv wymaif &
mfee foba s

Key Data and Facts / U SeT 3R aw

e Historical Context: The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) was first signed at
the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro. Since then, it has set the groundwork for
global biodiversity conservation efforts.

e Major Preceding Agreements: The Aichi Biodiversity Targets (2010-2020) were the

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t. me/patrioticl AS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

GBF's predecessors, focusing on halting biodiversity loss, though many targets
remained unmet.

e Financing: The GBF seeks $200 billion per year by 2030 from global sources to
support biodiversity conservation, with a special focus on developing countries.

e Deforestation and Extinction: According to the World Resources Institute (WRI), an
average of 10 million hectares of forest is lost globally each year, and about 1
million species face extinction.

o UfaeTRRI® He: Sig fafayar WY (cBD) Ugeh IR 1992 W gt RReR wwiew #

g&%%ﬁﬁﬁlmmﬁ,@ﬁm@aﬁﬁwwwma?maﬂww
|

o W@ TUNa: Mg g fafaerar @& (2010-2020) GBF & Yaddf 3, ST
e vid fafaerdr &t gIi &1 AT U1, BTeiiics s A&t Bl G ! fobdl Sl Feb |

o a1 TIWOr: GBF %1 @& 2030 aF ufa 9 $200 fafer= &1 3fye Fidl § 99 fafaea
TReq0r & forg fod v v ©, forad fasraeita o= o faRi e foan mar §1

o Tl Pt FeTg IR fAgfa: a8 NI S¥iege (WRI) & 3R, B 10 dfe TR W
10 fAfera IR wivre 5 81 § SR T 1 farfRr wenfoat fagfd & PR WR S

Recent Updates / &T¢1 & 3Usc

e India’s Biodiversity Initiatives: India has committed to meeting the Kunming-
Montreal targets and has incorporated goals into its National Biodiversity Action
Plan. Initiatives such as the National Mission for a Green India align with the GBF
goals.

e Biodiversity Financing: India has emphasized domestic funding for biodiversity, with
multiple initiatives aimed at reforestation, biodiversity conservation, and pollution
control.

e Biodiversity Monitoring: The Indian Biodiversity Information System (IBIS) has
been strengthened for monitoring species diversity, supported by organizations like
the Botanical Survey of India and Zoological Survey of India.

o HRd P vig fafaear yger: URd A AfT-Aifcgd dedl & O & &1 Uil STdls
& 3R U P e fafawan ®1d gver 3 37 & 1 2fire foban 81 gt gia
YR fAR oift Ugel GBF & d1&d! & a1y W &

o Wi fafear fa dior: 4R 7 99 fafaedr & fog @R fom divor w R o g, forem
TR, Sia fafaerdT TRermr 3iR uguuT v & e A B3 Ugd Wi 7 |

o g fafaerar @1 AR URd 99 fafauar e yomedt (BIs) &1 vonfa fafqerdr @1
R & fore Aot fovan T &, foRY YR g Tdeon 3R HR T TTof qaeror o
3! BT THIH U & |
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xactly 20 years ago, in the summer of

2004, I fell in love again. First with a

tree, then with a mountain, and,

eventually, with a whole biosphere. On
an exploratory journey in Coonoor, Tamil Nadu,
my husband and I landed up in a beautiful
colonial bungalow with an enormous blue gum
eucalyptus at the entrance. Until that moment, I
had thought of the species as foreign, as invasive,
as water greedy. All its negative labels
disappeared as I gazed in astonishment at the
girth of this giant, its ghostly branches, and its
perfectly balanced canopy. Soon, we had a
second home in the Nilgiris, and a new
commitment to the conservation of this
remarkable ecozone.

The Nilgiri biosphere is the first
UNESCO-declared biosphere in the country,
covering over 5,500 square kilometres across the
three States of Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu.
From the iconic Doddabetta, rising 2,637 metres
into the sky, to the 260-m depth of the Moyar
gorge, it encompasses a rich biodiversity. It has
endemic flora and fauna seen nowhere else in the
world, such as the medicinal Baeolepis nervosa
plant used by the Irula tribe, the Nilgiri
Chilappan, and the star-eyed bush frog.

More human activity, new challenges

Of late, this biosphere has seen more human
activity than ever before. Known primarily for its
colonial-era tea plantations, it now boasts a
thriving agriculture and tourism economy. While
both sectors bring in much needed livelihoods,
they have also brought in new challenges.

The tourism is less sustainable than local
communities and the State would like, with
day-trippers adding to the waste and the traffic
snarls. Farmers increasingly use heavy pesticides
and fertilizers, which contaminate once pristine
water sources.

In the face of such rapid change, local
communities have galvanised themselves to
protect their home. Many civil society
organisations in the district have innovated for
sustainability, such as ‘Clean Coonoor’, a
public-private partnership that creates a circular
economy for growing solid waste. And the
Keystone Foundation, which empowers
indigenous and local communities for climate
resilience.

The State government and the district
administration too have advanced aspirations for
the Nilgiris, including the three hill stations of
Ooty, Coonoor and Kotagiri, which attract visitors
from across the country.

They plan to go carbon neutral, stop plastic
waste, conserve endemic species such as the
Nilgiri tahr that roam the high shola grasslands
and reduce invasives such as Lantana camara and
pine to restore native shola species in the valleys.

Alongside, there is an increasing interest in the
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the author of ‘Samaaj,
Sarkaar, Bazaar -

A Citizen First
Approach’

The state alone
cannot
undertake the
task of
protecting
India’s first
UNESCO-
declared
biosphere;
communities
need to get
involved

culture and the history of the ancient Nilgiris. The
settlements of the indigenous Toda community,
who have lived in the Blue Mountains for
millennia, are a must on the tourism trail.
Unfortunately, only a few hundred people remain
today, a frail link to the ecological knowledge of
ancestors past.

Conservation success, helping the state

A measure of the success of conservation efforts
is in the numbers of wild animals that thrive in
the Nilgiri Biosphere, the largest protected forest
expanse in the country with safeguarded areas
including Mudumalai and Mukurthi.

Increasing wildlife numbers have led to wide
dispersal outside protected areas. Wildlife is
everywhere now, in new ecological niches
created by global warming. Plants and animals
have successfully adapted to living almost
incognito among us. The best example is that of
the elusive leopard, which has developed quite
an appetite for domestic dogs.

You can find the Indian gaur in the tea
plantations, wild pigs in the garbage dumps, and
sloth bears and leopards prowling around
bungalows at night. Last year, a rather clever
sloth bear broke into our home, wandered
around the house, and, no doubt, disappointed
by the lack of food, left the house by jumping
from the first-floor balcony. We were away, but
our CCTV cameras recorded the entire adventure.

Neighbours have had wild encounters too,
with porcupines and mouse deer, elephants and
leopards. Surprisingly, people seem to have
adjusted to this development, though
human-wildlife conflicts hit the news ever so
often.

This is part of an emergent global culture
where billions of people are becoming nature
lovers. They are rediscovering wonder. Citizen
science has become a movement. Thanks to
democratising technologies, people can share the
beauty around them with one click; they can
raise issues of concern, about shrinking habitats
and human-animal conflict.

Clear evidence has emerged through the work
of non-governmental organisations such as the
Nature Conservation Foundation and WWF, that
simple, yet powerful, technologies, which include
early warning systems through mobile
phone-based alerts, cameras and GPS tracking of
animals, have helped reduce dangerous wildlife
encounters.

When animals are so widely loved and so
closely tracked, poaching becomes much riskier.
Poaching thrives in secrecy, away from the public
gaze. When tourists and wildlife enthusiasts wish
to immerse themselves in wilderness, there is
economic incentive locally to ensure that nature
flourishes.

If we want to continue to conserve this unique
biosphere, it must be with the help of society, of
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The Nilgiris as a shared wilderness

the samaaj. We have to align also with the bazaar
— represented by plantations, farmers, traders
and the tourism industry. The state, including the
Forest Department, cannot be the sole steward of
the wild.

It is impossible for sarkaar to take whole and
sole accountability, even if the Wildlife
(Protection) Act 1972/The Wildlife (Protection)
Amendment Act, 2022 says all wild animals
belong to the state. The perception that animals
are the government’s responsibility creates a
great disaffection in the public mind. Farmers get
angry with the forester. Plantation owners
become wary. “If these are your animals, you
keep them. Why are they eating my crops, or
injuring our workers?”

Yet, hard boundaries, fences and walls are
neither feasible nor desirable to keep animals
inside the forests.

Instead, what if we assumed that we are all in
this together? What if we created a trust network
of everyone interested in the conservation of our
biodiversity? What if we took advantage of all
emerging technologies such as sensitive cameras,
satellite imagery, sensors and artificial
intelligence, both within and outside of protected
areas? What if all citizens of our country were
engaged in the regeneration of our natural
wealth?

The pivotal role of storytelling

As I have discovered in my 40-year ecological
journey, to conserve nature, we first must learn to
love. To love, we have to sense. It is not a mere
intellectual exercise. If we see the beauty and the
frailty of the wild, its flora and fauna — from the
tiniest ant to the mightiest elephant, our wonder
is ignited. We want to protect, to nurture and be
nurtured.

Not everyone can visit every area of wilderness
they wish to explore.

Storytelling by the few who can is critical to
the process of creating communities for
conservation. Our ancestors in the Nilgiris knew
this well. In Sigur and Vellerikombai, the rock art
created thousands of years ago still celebrates the
relationship between humans and animals.

Charcoal and chalk have been replaced by
cameras and pixels, but the urge remains the
same. To share, to connect, to preserve.

Tomorrow, November 3, is International Day
for Biosphere Reserves. In a first such
documentary, we at Rohini Nilekani
Philanthropies, together with Felis Films, are
proud to present The Nilgiris - A Shared
Wilderness. We have dedicated this film to the
communities of the Nilgiris and to Forest
Departments across the biosphere.

We hope it will spark more curiosity, evoke
more affection and spur more action across
samaaj, sarkaar and bazaar for the continued )
protection of the precarious and precious Nilgiris.
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The Nilgiris as a Shared Wilderness
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Exactly 20 years ago, in the summer of 2004, | fell in love again — first with a tree, then
with a mountain, and, eventually, with a whole biosphere.

3Yb 20 AT U, 2004 St A F A R A WR fFa1 — Ugd te U I, bR T UeTe
Y, 3R 3idd: Th R SaHSd |

On an exploratory journey in Coonoor, Tamil Nadu, my husband and | stayed in a
beautiful colonial bungalow with a large blue gum eucalyptus at the entrance.

R, afireATg § U ol I & R, § SR IR ufd Ue e shufafle $rd & 3,
ST U R e fa=at e Mg goferew U o1l

Until that moment, | had considered this species as foreign, invasive, and water-greedy,
but these negative labels faded as | admired its giant size and balanced canopy.

I JHY qP, A 9 Yol o =R, SHfTpHueRt SR SId-aiqyd SH=l oT, Afdd $9b
fa=me SR SR Agfera B9 & Yaral s T I THRIHS YR &2 81 T3 |

Soon, we had a second home in the Nilgiris and committed ourselves to the
conservation of this remarkable ecozone.

Seg! g, ATaftRl § SHRT GORT ¥R &7 T3 3R 894 S 3gYd URIRUTASDT &5 & TRe0 &
gfd e Sars |

The Nilgiri biosphere is the first UNESCO-declared biosphere in India, covering over
5,500 square kilometres across Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu.

Hafirdt Savsa YRd & ugen gAD! gRT N Sadsd g, 7 5,500 T franies @
3R &= § el § 3R Bfe®, Bed 3R afya-rg ad [a%gd o

It includes Doddabetta peak, rising 2,637 metres and the Moyar gorge at 260-metre
depth, with unique biodiversity such as the medicinal Baeolepis nervosa plant used by
the Irula tribe.

3 SIZIEET A T B, S 2,637 HIeX &1 HI1E W 3 3R HIUR HUS 260 Hiex Bt
TeXTE IR @, forgw sifgdia Sa fafdyar 3, S o ahweia Sefrafoe atar tiur 2 soer
TSI gRT SUAIT foaT ST g |

Of late, human activities have increased in this biosphere, which is known for its tea
plantations and now has a growing agriculture and tourism economy.

eI 81 8, 39 Sared § Ard nfafafal 9t € S et A arme & forw uRig § o o
390 Py 3R qfe siefoqawi &1 i faR g1 w8

Tourism and agriculture bring livelihoods but also challenges, as day-trippers add to
waste and traffic, and farmers use pesticides that contaminate water.

e 3R BN ASHIR A1 § AfdeT iy & getfarat o, S feawiia wies = ok gramnd
T 3fg T 8, 3R fHa SIS BT ITANT Hd § o ot Ugid gian g1
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Local communities and organizations, like Clean Coonoor and Keystone Foundation,
are working towards sustainability.

R TEA 3R W3, S Tl FIR 3R PRI BTSSR, fRRAT 31 3R TIRR ¢ |

The State government has goals for carbon neutrality, plastic waste reduction, and
conservation of endemic species like the Nilgiri tahr.

I PR & U HIe deRIdl, WIRed Hav H HH, 3R AR} arer ot RifAs
TSIl o TR0 & A g

Interest in Toda community settlements, a native group with ancient knowledge, has
also grown.

ST TS &1 S, S U= I aTel T R Sonfa €, § off 3fa 981 31

Conservation efforts are showing success with growing wildlife in the Nilgiri Biosphere,
which includes Mudumalai and Mukurthi.

TRe g ¥ AR Sqvsd § a-geital &1 ggdt TBI B 1Y Fhedl [GETs < 6! g,
o gguars ok gRgfe i g

Wildlife, like the Indian gaur, wild pigs, and leopards, have adapted to new habitats
due to global warming.

IS, O YRR TR, STelt YR, SR dgu, Weiad arfifr & HRUT ¢ sar | gd g
gl

Encounters with wild animals are becoming common, with leopards preying on
domestic dogs and animals like sloth bears entering houses.

T AR & Y EUS 3 B 51 o, ForH AT W il BT RIBGR HR 3@ & AR Il
YIS O AR ORI & U= FR 38 6

Neighbours have reported encounters with porcupines, mouse deer, elephants, and
leopards; human-wildlife conflicts are frequently in the news.

TSR A A, g8 F fevor, g1, oik dAgaii & 91y goiis &l ger & §; HHg-asia
o RN GHRERI & a1 B |

part of an emergent global culture Ig Udh IUT Afyw Wﬁf Pz g

This is part of an emergent global culture where billions of people are becoming
nature lovers.

TE U SR Al Tepia &1 fowan 8, wiel eral @l wopfa Uit 77 @ B

They are rediscovering wonder.
3 e o fh A WS B 2
Citizen science has become a movement.

AR faH U 3figiad 99 T gl

Thanks to democratising technologies, people can share the beauty around them
with one click; they can raise issues of shrinking habitats and human-animal conflict.

te: patrioticias.in
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AP diA® dH-IDI & HRU, A TP fFad T U ART R DI Fovdl AT H gbd
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Clear evidence has emerged ¥U¥ UHIUT SW T

Clear evidence has emerged through the work of non-governmental organisations
such as the Nature Conservation Foundation and WWEF, that simple, yet powerful,
technologies (including early warning systems through mobile phone-based alerts,
cameras, and GPS tracking of animals) have helped reduce dangerous wildlife
encounters.

UPHfa YRV BTSN 3R WWF S TR-IRBTRY TITS1 & BTl o HIeqH I T FHT0T
I 31T § fb v, fpe ff wurasmmelt a@-ite) (SeH wiarse wiF-3nufid sred,
HIRI 3R THGRI BT GPS b1 & A9 I URFUS dAarasit yomet midd 8) 7 Wear-dh
TIoId YEUSI &1 HH 4 | Hag DI gl

Poaching becomes much riskier RI®R ®T a8 31fere SHfET WRT 7
T8

When animals are so widely loved and closely tracked, poaching becomes much
riskier.

S SIFaR] B 3 faegd ¥U I U6 a1 9rar 8 SR 3@t @ ¢ fearwran g,
fRIBR BT Tgd WIfEH HRT & S 2|

Poaching thrives in secrecy, away from the public gaze.
ISR Mu=iaar & Ul g, SHar S ToR) 9 g3

When tourists and wildlife enthusiasts wish to immerse themselves in wilderness, there
is economic incentive locally to ensure that nature flourishes.

oe qdees 3R a=geita Ut Sireh 3! § Ge &) gom 9red 8, o R anffe
WIeHTE g1 & o wepfar u=1d|

Conservation with the help of society HHIS DI UGG | ARET
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If we want to continue to conserve this unique biosphere, it must be with the help of
society, or samaaj.

Ife g7 39 S viaHsd &I TRfed BT SRI 1T T8d ©, df I8 THIS g1 JHIS B
Tee ¥ giF 9l

We also have to align with the bazaar — represented by plantations, farmers, traders,
and the tourism industry.

sﬁgw%muﬁwm—mw,mﬁ,m,eﬁvmmmm
TR

The state (including the Forest Department) cannot be the sole steward of the wild.

I (red a9 fAURT Ifid 3) 90 &5 &1 U WP 7ol 81 JobaT|
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Accountability of Sarkaar AX®HIR Cd| \_rlilﬁaﬁ

e Itis impossible for sarkaar to take whole and sole accountability, even if the Wildlife
(Protection) Act 1972/Wildlife (Protection) Amendment Act, 2022 says all wild
animals belong to the state.

o JE WRPR & o0 & STaTaea! a1 SUd §, Yol & a=aeita (wveon) st
1972/q-0S1g (IR&0N) WY Sffraw, 2022 Had B fob Fet ST STaR Irea &
= §

e The perception that animals are the government’s responsibility creates disaffection
in the public mind.

o B YRV b TR PR $1 RAGRT 8, SIa1 & 74 § AT I0F Bl g
e Farmers get angry with the forester; plantation owners become wary.

o fPUT 99 Y& T AR 81 94 &, SN Hifered YA 8 o 5|
No to hard boundaries F3I1X HHT3N &1 AT

e Hard boundaries, fences, and walls are neither feasible nor desirable to keep animals
inside the forests.

o TR BT SiTTEl & 3feR T b U HR WA, 15 3R i 7 Al gD § iR A
CIERIC]

The pivotal role of storytelling ﬁ'l‘ﬁ Wﬁ Cd| H?E'{Uf ‘;[ﬁlﬂ?'[

e As | have discovered in my 40-year ecological journey, to conserve nature, we first
must learn to love.

o O b A 3T 40 Wrer F UIRTRUTAS ar & Tion &, UepTar 1 TRe07 bR & g g
Ugd UH HAT I 8T |

e To love, we have to sense. It is not a mere intellectual exercise.
o UHAPA & T §H ST BT G| T§ Had TP Slfad AT gl &

e If we see the beauty and frailty of the wild (from the tiniest ant to the mightiest
elephant), our wonder is ignited.

o IS & SHTEH YerdT 3R HHaar ([Tad Bic did T ddH: Yo g3 g1t dF) & 9 &,
AR 3mgd ysafera g ]

Storytelling for conservation TX&UT & T HEI Hg- HT Hed

e Storytelling by the few who can is critical to creating communities for conservation.

. ;‘rggmwa%m% GRT HEM! He ¥ WEUT & [T T/ s H Ageayqul g
|
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Our ancestors in the Nilgiris knew this well. In Sigur and Vellerikombai, rock art from
thousands of years ago still celebrates the human-animal relationship.

FAR gaoll A Frafdl 7 39 ol e 3 I U1l RAR SR e & goRl e
R I Bt 3t off AUy HEY BT Y T ¢

November 3: International Day for Biosphere Reserves , 3 TdeR: Slarsd Rfée feaw
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November 3, is International Day for Biosphere Reserves.

3 qdeR, YqHed AR Raw 2|

In a first such documentary, Rohini Nilekani Philanthropies, together with Felis Films,
are proud to present The Nilgiris — A Shared Wilderness.

TP Ugah Wt sTagid 7 Afeolt Fraeol wRiver) Twit 3 e fher & Iy firdas
Tt - T e siTelt & uxd fFar B

This film is dedicated to the communities of the Nilgiris and to Forest Departments
across the biosphere.

Ig o raffdt &1 Iyl ok Siaded & a1 faurn &1 gufidd g

We hope it will spark more curiosity, affection, and action across samaaj, sarkaar, and
bazaar for the continued protection of the precarious and precious Nilgiris.

TH AT DA ¢ [P I8 A, TR, 3R IeIR & forgran, |, iR fspan &) sgrom
M SRR 3R Yeaa Al &1 qead T&0 8 T |
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Zeroing in on methane diplomacy, at COP29

[GS Paper IlI: Environment |
F rom November 11 to 22, 2024, world

leaders will gather in Baku, Azerbaijan, for

the 29th Conference of Parties (COP29) to
the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC). Dubbed the “Finance
COP”, representatives from every country will,
for the first time in 15 years, set a new global
climate finance goal, known as the “new
collective quantified goal” or NCQG. The host
country, Azerbaijan, has put forward an action
agenda, which includes pledges to increase
battery storage capacity six-fold, dramatically
expand electricity networks, and cut methane
emissions from organic waste.

Methane’s climate impacts are severe,
accounting for around 30% of global warming
since the pre-industrial era, and its atmospheric
concentration is rising rapidly. Crucially, on a
100-year timescale, methane has 28 times greater
global warming potential than carbon dioxide
and is 84 times more potent on a 20-year
timescale.

This means that cutting methane is one of the
most effective levers we have to slow near-term
temperature rise and buy time for the
longer-term CO: reductions needed to stabilise
climate change.

Common ground between U.S., China
Despite tensions in their relationship, the United
States and China have found common ground in
addressing non-CO: greenhouse gases such as
methane. The two countries joined hands with
the United Arab Emirates at COP28 (in Dubai, in
November-December 2023) to sponsor a summit
on methane and other non-CO: emissions.

That month, in November 2023, China also
released its first national plan for controlling
methane emissions. While the plan eschewed
specific mitigation targets in favour of capacity
building, it signalled China’s acceptance of
methane as an area for action and cooperation
with the U.S.

India, the world’s third-largest source of
anthropogenic methane emissions behind China
and the U.S., has an opportunity to leverage the
U.S.-China methane partnership to gain

Zeroing

Rakshith She

a Research Analyst at
the Takshashila
Institution, Bengaluru

The Baku meet
is an
opportunity for
India to
fast-track its
efforts in
reducing
methane
emissions

sector-specific financing and capacity-building
support.

According to the India Third Biennial Update
Report to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, the country
emitted 409 million tons of COz-equivalent
methane in 2016 (excluding land use and
forestry), with agriculture accounting for 74%,
waste for 14%, energy for 11%, and industrial
processes for 1%. Methane’s detrimental effects
go beyond its impact on climate change. Fires at
waste dumpsites, for example, can cause
significant spikes in air pollution. In 2022, a
two-week fire at Delhi’s Bhalswa dumpsite led to
particulate matter concentrations reaching 30%
to 70% above baseline levels at nearby air quality
monitoring stations.

But the dominance of agriculture, particularly
livestock and rice cultivation, is what makes India
hesitant to announce economy-wide methane
reduction targets or sign the Global Methane
Pledge championed by the U.S. and the European
Union at COP28, which seeks to cut emissions by
30% from 2020 levels by 2030. However, the
U.S.-China focus on methane creates an opening
for India to seek targeted assistance for reducing
emissions from specific sectors such as waste
management.

Waste management programmes

The Indian government has developed a strong
regulatory framework for waste management, but
weak local capacity hampers implementation.
However, it is working to expand innovative
solutions across the country. A notable example
is the model pioneered in Indore, Madhya
Pradesh, which pairs citywide organic waste
sorting with a large biomethane plant that
produces fuel for buses. The government is also
promoting the Galvanizing Organic Bio-Agro
Resources Dhan (GOBARdhan) scheme, which
incentivises cattle waste utilisation and clean
energy production in villages. These initiatives
are part of the broader Swachh Bharat
Mission-Urban 2.0 programme to improve solid
waste management. However, cities need more
support to scale up organic waste management to

its full potential. In the agriculture sector, the
government is implementing climate-resilient
practices through the National Mission for
Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA). These include
methane reduction techniques in rice cultivation,
which can contribute to substantial emissions
reductions. The National Livestock Mission also
promotes practices such as green fodder
production, silage making, chaff cutting, and total
mixed ration to reduce methane emissions from
livestock.

An opportunity in the U.S.’s plan

This is where COP29 and India’s methane
diplomacy come in. The U.S.-China methane
partnership, while limited compared to their past
cooperation, still creates an opening for India to
seek concrete assistance for its methane
mitigation efforts. In particular, India can
leverage the U.S. methane push to gain financing
and capacity-building support for reducing
emissions from its waste sector, which produces
over 14% of its methane. India’s 2016 inventory
estimates these sources as producing around 4%
of India’s methane emissions. But underlying
data quality (emissions factors as well as waste
stream volumes) is poor. Satellite monitoring on
Delhi and Mumbai, for instance, suggests that
emissions levels are 50%-100% above commonly
used estimates and that dumpsites alone account
for more than a quarter of Mumbai’s greenhouse
gas emissions.

Methane may be a side issue in the overall
COP29 agenda, but it presents a significant
opportunity for India to fast-track its efforts in
reducing methane emissions. The Government of
India has laid the groundwork with its existing
policies and initiatives.

However, to effectively scale up the
implementation of proven technological solutions
worldwide, India now requires targeted
international support in financing, capacity
building, and technical assistance. By leveraging
the U.S.-China methane partnership and
proactively seeking this support at COP29, India
can tap into the resources needed to accelerate
its progress in methane abatement.

in on Methane Diplomacy, at COP29

ﬁrﬂqﬁ-—ﬂﬁrwmﬁmm cop29 H

From November 11 to 22, 2024, world leaders will gather in Baku,
Azerbaijan for the 29th Conference of Parties (COP29) to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)

11 9 22 TR, 2024 & &1, f4Y AT Taky, SERASH | Y

Y TE ITdry

URadd T UET IR (UNFCCC) & 299 JHdH (COP29) & forw uepa
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Dubbed the “Finance COP", representatives will set a new global climate finance goal,
known as the new collective quantified goal (NCQG), for the first time in 15 years.
9 " cop" & U & I S 8, Wigt WAl T angfd e Amres 98d (NCQG)
RITUT B, Ugelt IR 15 T 7|

The host country, Azerbaijan, has an agenda that includes pledges to increase battery
storage capacity six-fold, expand electricity networks, and cut methane emissions
from organic waste.

fSoTelt Sead o1 fIaR BT, 3R Ffae Py A AT IS & HH B4 &1 agl AHd

g

Methane’s Climate Impact

39 &1 STaarg R gHTE

Methane contributes to around 30% of global warming since the pre-industrial era,
with its atmospheric concentration rising quickly.

A1 NN g A ugd | IS IToE 3fG T T 30% &1 ANTGH BT §, 3R
SOP] AIGHSHAIT YHEUT doll I §¢ 6T 5

On a 100-year timescale, methane has 28 times greater global warming potential
than carbon dioxide; on a 20-year timescale, it is 84 times more potent.

100-gifa THaTaft & Y9 &1 weaa aritf e s1e sEeiierss ¥ 28 THT 36
; 20-afa TwaTafy & g 84 AT Siftre faa=medt B

Cutting methane is one of the most effective methods to slow near-term temperature
rise and gain time for longer-term CO2 reductions.

B & HH B Have-34af & arau i &1 fid H7 SR ddw1iers co2 ® o
& o g U B3 & Iad gHTd! aiel ° T U g

Common Ground between U.S., China

MNP 3R I & g IrE=g =D
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Despite tensions, the United States and China have collaborated on non-CO2
greenhouse gases like methane.

& STavle, T IeT MRS 3R 99 7 1R-c02 Frerew 1= o AT R
TeaT fhar g
Both countries, along with the United Arab Emirates, co-sponsored a summit on
methane and other non-CO2 emissions at COP28 in Dubai in November-December
2023.
S G o1 A Wgad 3RT SRTA & WY cop28 H gag | dar-fawax 2023 # fgq
3R 3 TR-CO2 IHoH! IR TP RRGR T Bl Fg-Uraiford fopa|
In November 2023, China released its first national plan for controlling methane
emissions, focusing on capacity building without specific mitigation targets.
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India’s Opportunity in Methane Diplomacy

9 peiifa § URa &7 sawR

India, the world’s third-largest source of anthropogenic methane emissions after China
and the U.S., could use the U.S.-China methane partnership to obtain sector-specific
financing and support.

YR, S B 3R WG Iod SMARBT & 18 AHIR A7 IToH &1 FHRT T 8T
AId 8, 3T WTRIeR] o1 IuTNT &F-fafRry faaamor oik wmefH U oA & fiu R g 2|

According to the India Third Biennial Update Report to the UNFCCC, India emitted
409 million tons of CO2-equivalent methane in 2016 (excluding land use and
forestry), with agriculture accounting for 74%, waste for 14%, energy for 11%, and
industrial processes for 1%.

UNFCCC ! YRd 3t dR1st fgarite sreras Ruid & SruR, 2016 ® WRd 7 409
ffrs T co2 Tuger A= &1 Ioi fova, o $Y &1 74%, TR BT 14%, SHott
BT 1%, 3R Senfre ufwarsit &1 1% areE oIl

Methane's impact goes beyond climate change; for instance, fires at waste dumpsites

can cause sharp increases in air pollution. In 2022, a two-week fire at Delhi’s Bhalswa

dumpsite led to 30%-70% above baseline particulate matter levels nearby.

197 &1 THTa FHaat werarg aRacd ad Sied T8l §; ISTeR0N & Y, FaR S SUIEe W
3T IR WgWUT § Il gf = Tavell 51 2022 F, fiwelt & Hawar SuHTge R &l 9w &
SIRT Y 3THUTH b HUI UeTY bl &R 30%-70% (U gl 17|

Agriculture’'s dominance, especially livestock and rice cultivation, makes India hesitant
to announce economy-wide methane reduction targets or join the Global Methane

Pledge.
P &1 U@, faRY TU F UL 3R 4 F Well, R H) srferawyr-aardt frd= o

wedl o1 Tvon a1 Afye fA ufasm & nfd 811 H I Hrar g

However, the U.S.-China focus on methane provides India an opening to seek
assistance specifically for sectors like waste management.

gTetifes, I R SAR®T-HI &1 W YRd &1 w1 yaesT o fafkiy &t & foe gegran
T = T SHTTR UG bRl g

Waste Management Programmes
HTRT YdY

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t. me/patrioticl AS

The Indian government has developed a strong regulatory framework for waste
management, but weak local capacity hampers implementation.

YR WRBR 7 HRT T & [T T Aolgd Fame o dar far g, dfed g
&I Y HHY Braf-aa- T F1eT ST 8|
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e However, it is working to expand innovative solutions across the country.

BT, 8 TR < A TR HHTU FT fadR & Bt BRI R W]

e A notable example is the model pioneered in Indore, Madhya Pradesh, which pairs
citywide organic waste sorting with a large biomethane plant that produces fuel for
buses.

THh I I&T6R0] SeIX, Wed W= H Y& fova 77 A1 d o, S "Yvl 316 | ofas
PR P AT B 3R TS TAIAT Wie & JoH & H1H T 5, S 991 & forg Seq
I BT 5|

e The government is also promoting the Galvanizing Organic Bio-Agro Resources Dhan
(GOBARdhan) scheme, which incentivises cattle waste utilisation and clean energy
production in villages.

WDHR Nea= Aol AT ara-ua RERIS ¥ (MeRes) T &) o serar ¢ Tt g,
S il § HARM & Fa BT STANT 3R W Selt ST B! Yled Hdl gl

e These initiatives are part of the broader Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0
programme to improve solid waste management.
3 Ugd W R fIRM-8EY 2.0 SRIHH &1 581 &, D1 3520 314 TR Y6y 3
YR & |

e However, cities need more support to scale up organic waste management to its full
potential.
BT, [T B AP FeRT T P1 30 YUl & IF Tg & fag 31fis Ju= o
HTaGH & |

e In the agriculture sector, the government is implementing climate-resilient practices
through the National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA).
PV &7 & WAR Had $Y =M (NMSA) & 71999 ¥ STadrg St Ut
D1 HATIT B G B

e These include methane reduction techniques in rice cultivation, which can contribute
to substantial emissions reductions.
0 4T @1 Qell # fdT IIol 79 F1 F1 a1 i § o Tyl Iaqoi- &
S & ANTEH ¢ It 6|

e The National Livestock Mission also promotes practices such as green fodder
production, silage making, chaff cutting, and total mixed ration to reduce methane
emissions from livestock.
P uxree R ot Y IR 3T ScuTeH, Tgerd 991, I1RT $ieT, SR oo ffia
TR SR UGl &1 9a1a1 &l § arfds UIesT & AT SxIei &1 &1 fohar off 9 |

An Opportunity in the U.S.’s Plan

3ANRST B AT & TP AR

e This is where COP29 and India’'s methane diplomacy come in.

T8l TR COP29 3R HRd &1 fd Pe-iifa &1 Hed a5l
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The U.S.-China methane partnership, while limited compared to their past cooperation,
still creates an opening for India to seek concrete assistance for its methane
mitigation efforts.

SAR®T-A = AgieRy, 39 IS Igar & ga J Hifid g & S1avg, HIRd &
fore 3o fde Y vl & folu ST WeTaaT U - &7 3T U Hdl g

In particular, India can leverage the U.S. methane push to gain financing and capacity-
building support for reducing emissions from its waste sector, which produces over
14% of its methane.

Ry U Q, YR AR AT ugd &1 I b AP &F I IS DI FH HIA
%ﬁnﬁﬂ%ﬁ?&mﬁ'ﬂﬁmﬂ? T R el ©, Sl 3P Hof (0 HT 14% I 31w
IUT PIAT B |

India’s 2016 inventory estimates these sources as producing around 4% of India’s
methane emissions.

HRA B1 2016 DI T & TR, T Td YRA & AT IS BT TIHT 4% 0T I 3|

But underlying data quality (emissions factors as well as waste stream volumes) is poor.
BT, SMYRYT ST B! Urax (SToi- HRE AR URIY FaTg AT WS ¢ |

Satellite monitoring on Delhi and Mumbiai, for instance, suggests that emissions
levels are 50%-100% above commonly used estimates, and that dumpsites alone
account for more than a quarter of Mumbai’'s greenhouse gas emissions.

IR & forg, faeeft ok gag o Suwug fART 9ardh & for Isei TR SR R
JUANT fhT T 3! ¥ 50%-100% 31 §, 3R SUATSCH 3 ol Gas & Mgey
I ITSIT BT T NUTE F 3 dveH Hd

Methane’s Significance at COP29
cop29 ¥ f43d T Hgw
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Methane may be a side issue in the overall COP29 agenda, but it presents a significant
opportunity for India to fast-track its efforts in reducing methane emissions.

9 1l 81 99T coP29 TeisT H U fgcdia® ey g1, difch a8 WURd & fore fds Iei+
o I & T B A B BT TP Agaqul AR Udd Rl 7

The Government of India has laid the groundwork with its existing policies and
initiatives.

YRA WRPR A 30T Hiolal Aifadl 3R ugdl & 1Y YR IR o g

However, to effectively scale up the implementation of proven technological
solutions worldwide, India now requires targeted international support in financing,
capacity building, and technical assistance.

gTdifes, THTOT dep-itep! THTYUTAY & HTI-9a ! fay TR IR UHTE! &7 9 deH & forg,
maﬁagﬁﬁrtﬁw & frafon, SR ae-test TeTaan & dféd siarigia wad= &1
3TaRgHd gl

By leveraging the U.S.-China methane partnership and proactively seeking this support
at COP29, India can tap into the resources needed to accelerate its progress in methane

abatement. 3MAf®r-A= fads
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Core correction

Infrastructure sectors’ ebbing output
triggers capex growth concerns

eavy August rains dampened industrial
l—l activity, resulting in the first contraction

in India’s factory output since October
2022. The signals for a significant September re-
surgence do not appear very promising, with the
late withdrawal of the southwest monsoon also
skewing some activity such as power demand.
Output from India’s eight core sectors declined
0.8% in September relative to August, and was an
insipid 2% higher than last September. These in-
frastructure sectors constitute about 40% of in-
dustrial production, and had contracted for the
first time in 42 months in August — the Ministry
has revised the de-growth level to 1.6% from 1.8%
estimated initially. These sectors have now grown
just 4.2% in the first half of 2024-25, almost halv-
ing from 8.2% in the first half of last year, and sig-
nificantly under the 2023-24 growth pace of 7.6%.
While year-on-year growth numbers may swing
due to base effects, of concern is a consistent de-
cline in the Index of Core Industries (basically the
absolute production levels) since May. In Septem-
ber, the index slipped for the fourth successive
month — 8% below May’s value. Overall industrial
output, economists reckon, may come out of the
August trough in September but with a weak
growth print at best.

This slowdown in industrial activity is worri-
some amid anxiety about weakening urban con-
sumption of durables such as cars as well as daily
use items, reflected in weak second quarter re-
sults of fast-moving consumer goods firms.
Though rural demand is seen to be improving af-
ter a healthier monsoon, tremors in urban
spends will pull the domestic consumption en-
gine of India’s growth to sub-optimal levels. Go-
vernment accounts show that capital spending
on public infrastructure projects by the Centre
has shrunk 15% this year — although capex spiked
in July after the 2024 general election dented the
first quarter numbers, the pace receded in Au-
gust and September. This may explain some of
the weak output trends for core sectors such as
steel that hinge on construction activity. Poor
vehicle sales and cheaper imports may have also
weighed in to drag steel output growth to a 33-
month low of 1.5% in September, with output at
its lowest since December 2023. There may be a
tentative recovery afoot in private investments,
but public infra spends that have spearheaded
growth in recent years need to lead the way. The
Centre’s %11.11 lakh crore capex goal for the year
acknowledges this, and it must now ramp up
these spends to get closer to, if not entirely meet,
~ that target. This would be critical to keep growth
ticking along and push back concerns about India
entering a cyclical slowdown.
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Core Correction: Infrastructure
Sectors’ Ebbing Output Triggers
Capex Growth Concerns

T HRR Yae? H Rl IcaureA
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Heavy August rains dampened industrial
activity, resulting in the first contraction in
India’s factory output since October 2022.

3R ® UK FIfeRT A sitenfire nfafafy w1
guTfaa foman, s sragar 2022 & 91¢ YRd
& Wrad] IdTe- | Ugdl a1k JHa- ¢@T T

e The signals for a significant September resurgence do not
appear very promising, with the late withdrawal of the
southwest monsoon also skewing some activity such as
power demand.

RideR & SaieT & S6d & Hobd 9gd o T W R E
Fifeh Sferor-uf3y I & 48 ¥ auRh 3 faerelt &t wim
SRt $ afafern @t off e foa g

e Output from India’s eight core sectors declined by 0.8%
in September relative to August, and was only 2% higher
than last September.
m%muﬁaﬁmwﬁﬁmﬁwaﬁmﬁ
0.8% HH g3 3R IS a¥ & RydeR &I Ja-1 & had 2%
31fereh TET|

e These infrastructure sectors constitute about 40% of
industrial production, and had contracted for the first time in
42 months in August.

i e SIS IUTG BT T 40% T
muhz HeHl § Ugell IR Ypad | 31Ul

e The Ministry has revised the de-growth level to 1.6% from
the initially estimated 1.8%.
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e These sectors have now grown just 4.2% in the first half of 2024-25, almost halving from
8.2% in the first half of last year, and significantly below the 2023-24 growth pace of
7.6%.

S 831 § 319 2024-25 H1 Ugal TSI H $Had 4.2% P! IS §s o, o (IS ay $I ggat
BAR! & 8.2% T TATHT el § 3R 2023-24 BT 7.6% T X I FIB! HA 5

e Index of Core Industries has shown a consistent decline since May, with the
September index 8% below May's value.
PR SIS BT sS T3 J TR R1ge # §, ford RideaR &1 sS1 71E & 40 ¥ 8%
F I

e Economists suggest that overall industrial output may emerge from the August trough
in September, but with weak growth at best.
3= &1 AT 8 6 $ot SNenfires SaureT Rider & ofd & 9 TR J a6 o
Tl g, Al Sifdad AR gfa & A |

e This slowdown in industrial activity is worrisome amid concerns about weakening
urban consumption of durables like cars and FMCG items, reflected in weak Q2 results
of FMCG firms.

Senfire nfafaftr & g8 0, #1R iR Twuadish axgaif okft ffwrs; axgsit & FHeR
et Tud &1 Riarsit & o9 Rideme 8, off Thuasiiel Hufal & AR Q2 aiomat o
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e Though rural demand is improving after a healthier monsoon, tremors in urban
spending could keep domestic consumption at sub-optimal levels.
gTelifes A & S8R 81 & a1S AT |ivT & GUR 81 361 2, Al wedt @ & et ;R
QUd &I IU-3FAH TR IR §1¢ IF el 5

e Government capital spending on public infrastructure projects has shrunk by 15%
this year.

o~ ZIPRCEFR URASHTST TR IRBRY YoiiTd & 39 a¥ 15% °e a1 8|

e Although capex spiked in July post the 2024 general election, it slowed down in
August and September.
2024 % 3T ATE] PS¢ JaTs § Sy 7 g ot 7, Afh e 3R Ryder 7 08
&ftHT B1 T |

e Weak output trends in core sectors such as steel may be due to this reduction in
construction activities. .
ST oI U &3 § eIk Sdre ghwdr fafor nfafaftr & 59wt & SR gl
el g

e Steel output growth was at a 33-month low of 1.5% in September, with output at its
lowest since December 2023.

Rydear o swura Iaure gfS 33 W & M TR W 1.5% R A, 3R fxiaR 2023 F 918
3 IdTG U FHaH TR WR o1

e There may be some recovery in private investments, but public infrastructure
spending is crucial for sustainable growth.
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e The Centre’'s ¥11.11 lakh crore capex goal for the year underscores the need for
ramping up spending to avoid cyclical slowdown concerns.
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Safe worship
Safety regulations must be enforced
strictly in places of worship
T he explosion of firecrackers during a tem-

ple festival ritual in Kasaragod district of

Kerala, which left over 150 people in-
jured, could have been averted with greater cau-
tion and an adherence to safety regulations. That
such an accident took place in a State where simi-
lar events have occurred at regular intervals in
the last 40 years tells a story of unlearnt lessons.
In February this year, a blast in a firecracker stor-
age unit, during a temple fete in Kochi, claimed
two lives and left 25 injured. Eight years ago, the
Kerala High Court made the observation of an
“unhealthy culture” glamourising every religious
festival and ceremony with the use of fireworks
and an elephant parade. The only saving grace in
the accident on October 29, at the Anjootamba-
lam Veererkavu temple in Neeleswaram, was that
there was no loss of life. Some arrests have been
made, two inquiries ordered and a special team
is probing the accident. The State Human Rights
Commission has initiated an investigation and
sought an official report in 15 days.

In the given instance, two of the arrested per-
sons allegedly ignited the firecrackers, with one
of them said to have ignored the warnings of on-
lookers. The crackers were close to a shed where
explosives were stored. In 2016, in the worst py-
rotechnics tragedy in the State, 100 people died
during a festival at the Puttingal Devi temple in
Kollam district. It resulted in the High Court and
the Union government issuing a number of direc-
tives. Days after the Centre amended the rules of
the Explosives Act, the Revenue Minister of Kera-
la, K. Rajan said these posed an “open challenge”
to the conduct of the Thrissur Pooram. On Octob-
er 23, a Kerala Cabinet meeting expressed the
view that the amendments would make it impos-
sible to have the display of fireworks, a perma-
nent fixture in religious festivals in the State, and
that this should be conveyed to the Central go-
vernment. The amendments, that were notified
on October 11, included having a 200-metre dis-
tance between the site of the fireworks and the
place of storage, and people watching from 100
m afar. Six months ago, there were protests when
the authorities permitted fireworks, as part of the
Thrissur Pooram, but only during the day. Even
in 2016, an all-party meeting that was held follow-
ing the Puttingal Devi temple accident, did not fa-
vour a complete ban on fireworks. This was the
stand of the High Court too, in March 2024, while
quashing an official order against the use of fire-
works in a few temple festivals. In such a complex
situation, there is no option but to strictly en-
force safety norms. Even so, there are some who
still argue that “cultural practices” should be ba-
lanced against safety norms. But clearly, no activ-
ity that endangers the safety of devotees can be
allowed in any place of public worship.
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Safety regulations must be enforced strictly in places
of worship.

oIt =l # JR&T o) & =it d an] &30 9ifgl

e  The explosion of firecrackers during a temple festival ritual in
Kasaragod district of Kerala, which left over 150 people injured,
could have been averted with greater caution and adherence to safety
regulations.

YT & BIEANS Forad § wfer Iqa & SR Uera) &1 fawwple, o
150 I 3fd AT UTgd §T, Hadbar R & fFraui & ure= I 1 o
e T

e  Such accidents have been occurring at regular intervals in Kerala
over the past 40 years, showing that lessons have not been learned.

IRa H FUod 40 auf I T g1e Fafta Sidkiad W 8ld @ &, S92 uan
IdT g fo uTe =gt da |

e In February this year, a blast in a firecracker storage unit during a
temple festival in Kochi claimed two lives and injured 25 people.

S Td BRast § Hifcd | U TR INIT & SR Ueh Ueral HSRUI 3578
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e In 2016, the worst pyrotechnics tragedy in Kerala occurred, killing
100 people at the Puttingal Devi temple in Kollam district.

2016 H HXd B JaY YIS Terdl AN g5, o dieed ot &
g ¢dt /ieR & 100 AR BT Hid 71 TS|

e  Following the 2016 tragedy, the Kerala High Court and the Union
government issued several safety directives.

2016 B! AT & TIE, PRA I AT 3R B ARPR A F3 &
A= o

e  Recently, the Centre amended the rules of the Explosives Act,
which the Kerala Cabinet criticized as making it difficult for traditional
fireworks displays.
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e The amended rules, notified on October 11, include a 200-metre distance between
fireworks and storage sites, and spectators must be at least 100 metres away.
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e In March 2024, the High Court quashed an official order against the use of fireworks in
some temple festivals, stressing the importance of balancing cultural practices with
safety norms.

AT 2024 T, I AT - $& HicY Idl H Uer@l & ITINT & RIATH Th ARG
mﬁﬁm%m%m,%%ﬁgqﬁ?mumaﬁsﬁ?m&nwmﬁ%@aw
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e Some believe cultural practices should be balanced against safety regulations, but any
activity that endangers devotees’ safety should be strictly regulated.

FE AN &1 AT § fob Aivpfae gurait ok e framl & Iqa 1 amfey, afess ois
ot Tt mifafafd St Hed! o) GR&T &1 Tk § STad! 8, 39 W I fAa=or g1 3nfeu|

Irula Tribe

e The Irula tribe, one of the six Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) of
Tamil Nadu, primarily resides in the Nilgiri and Coimbatore districts.

e Traditionally hunter-gatherers, Irulas are known for their specialized skills in snake-
catching, which significantly contributes to anti-venom production.

e Their language, Irula, belongs to the Dravidian language family.

o THCT SO, Ot IHETE ! B8 faRY U F HHSR ST TH&! (PVTGs) H I T g,
T FU F A iR SriagR o & weedt 2|

o URUR® ¥U Y RIGRI-GUEH, S3dl UG Udha &I U A=Y HRIerar o fod 1= S
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Economic Activities

e Irulas are known for their unique skill in snake handling, particularly in catching
venomous snakes like cobras and kraits.

e They play a vital role in India's pharmaceutical industry by providing snake venom,
which is processed to produce life-saving anti-venom.
e Alongside this, they also engage in agriculture, fishing, and labor-intensive works.

e The Irula Cooperative Society, established in 1978, supports them in marketing snake
venom and other products.

nfdfes wfafaferat
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Social Issues and Government Initiatives

e lrulas face issues like poverty, lack of education, and limited healthcare access.

e Government and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have initiated various
schemes for their welfare, including skill development programs, healthcare facilities,
and educational support.

e The Tamil Nadu government'’s initiatives have included mobile healthcare services and
schemes for land allotment to address socio-economic challenges faced by the Irulas.

TS e, 3R TWHRI g
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Toda Community

e The Toda community, indigenous to the Nilgiri Hills of Tamil Nadu, is known for its
distinct culture, including dairy farming, sacred buffalo rearing, and unique handicrafts.

e Toda architecture, specifically their arched, bamboo-reed-built huts, and their woolen
shawl embroidery, known as "Toda Embroidery," are renowned for their uniqueness.

<IsT 9qer
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Cultural Significance

e Todas follow a unique socio-cultural lifestyle centered around buffalo worship.
e Buffaloes play a central role in their rituals, and Todas view them as sacred.

e Toda temples, resembling their homes in structure, are also iconic representations of
their cultural heritage. Toda art, particularly their intricate embroidery, is recognized
under the Geographical Indications of Goods Act, 1999.
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Economic Activities and Government Initiatives

The Toda community primarily relies on dairy products and handicrafts for their livelihood.
Their distinct handicrafts, particularly Toda embroidery, have gained international recognition.
The Tamil Nadu government and NGOs have launched various initiatives for their welfare,
such as schemes to preserve Toda culture, craft promotion programs, and sustainable
development projects in the Nilgiris.

e wfafaftrr 3k wRer uga
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Doddabetta

e Doddabetta is the highest peak in the Nilgiri Hills of Tamil Nadu, India, standing at an
elevation of 2,637 meters (8,650 feet).

e ltis located around 9 kilometers from Ooty and is popular among tourists for its
scenic views and accessible trekking trails.

e The peak is part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve, a UNESCO World Heritage site,
which emphasizes its ecological importance.

e Doddabetta houses a Telescope House, established by the Tamil Nadu Tourism
Development Corporation, allowing visitors panoramic views of the surrounding
landscape, including neighboring Kerala and Karnataka.

e The Nilgiri Hills region is known for its rich biodiversity, including unique flora and
fauna.
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Lantana camara

e Lantana camara is an invasive plant species native to Central and South America but
has spread widely in tropical and subtropical regions, including India.

e Introduced to India in the early 19th century, Lantana has since become a problematic
weed in forests, agricultural fields, and other ecosystems.

e It grows aggressively, often displacing native flora and reducing biodiversity.

e The plant has a unique characteristic of releasing chemicals that inhibit the growth of
other plants nearby (allelopathy), which gives it a competitive advantage.

¢ In forested regions of the Western Ghats, Nilgiris, and Shivalik Hills, Lantana poses a
significant challenge to forest management and biodiversity conservation. Due to its
resilience and adaptability, it has become difficult to control.

e Various methods, including manual uprooting, burning, and controlled biological
control measures, are being researched and implemented to manage its spread.

e The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change and various research
institutes are focusing on studies to mitigate its impact on Indian ecosystems.
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Majhi Kanya Bhagyashree Yojana

e The Majhi Kanya Bhagyashree Yojana (MKBY), launched in 2016 by the
Government of Maharashtra, is an ambitious welfare scheme aimed at supporting
the empowerment and welfare of girl children in economically weaker sections.

e This scheme's purpose aligns with promoting gender equality and improving the
socio-economic status of girls in Maharashtra.

e It provides financial incentives to families, aiming to prevent practices like female
infanticide and to promote education for girls.

e The scheme is particularly important for ensuring that girl children from economically
disadvantaged backgrounds receive proper education and healthcare.

Objective of the Scheme

e Majhi Kanya Bhagyashree Yojana aims to reduce gender discrimination and improve
the lives of girl children by providing financial support for their welfare.

e The scheme intends to secure girls' future through fixed deposits and incentives that
ensure their financial stability as they grow.

o IS BT Y TS BT I KT VeI &1 HH HAT 3R ifcrepraii & Sia &
YR &, o sidifa 37 e & forg faxfta eraar < St B
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Eligibility Criteria

e The scheme primarily targets families with an annual income of up to INR 7.5 lakh.
Only two girl children per family are eligible for the scheme, ensuring targeted support
and effective distribution of resources.

o IE IS JBAG: 3 URARI Bl AfEd BRIl § Forh! It 31T 7.5 ARG ¥9Y d 5| U
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Financial Benefits

e Upon the birth of a girl child, the government deposits INR 50,000 in the name of the
child in a fixed deposit. An additional amount is deposited if the family has no other
children. At the age of 18, the girl can withdraw the matured amount, provided she has
remained unmarried and completed her education up to Class 10.

o FIIAT & OFH & JHY, THR ITP -TH TR 50,000 FU &1 hRs fEuifore ot g1 afe
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Additional Conditions

e For continued eligibility, families must comply with specific conditions such as
immunizing the child, ensuring school enrollment, and meeting health check-ups. The
scheme also mandates that families not engage in prenatal sex determination or
practices associated with it.

o TR UTAT & oY, URART &1 $& ! BT UIaH BT 811 § oI §ad BT DI, T
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Recent Updates and Achievements

e As of 2024, over 10 lakh girls have benefited from the scheme, with Maharashtra
reporting a positive trend in girls’ enrollment in schools. The scheme has also received
praise for reducing gender discrimination and supporting girl child development
across the state.
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Severe Cyclonic Storm Dana

e Severe Cyclonic Storm Dana, part of the 2024 North Indian Ocean cyclone season,
significantly impacted West Bengal and Odisha.

e Cyclone Dana began as a low-pressure area over the Andaman Sea on October 19,
2024,

e The Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) observed the formation of this system,
which rapidly intensified due to favorable conditions, such as low wind shear and warm
sea surface temperatures in the Bay of Bengal, highlighting the complexities of tropical
cyclone formation and progression.
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e Meteorological Evolution ('FﬁW ﬁTI'F-T Gl ﬁm

o Initial Formation: Cyclone Dana originated as a cyclonic circulation in the
Andaman Sea on October 19. By October 20, a low-pressure area formed in
the Bay of Bengal.

o Rapid Intensification: By October 22, the low intensified into a depression
located 770 km south-southeast of Sagar Island, moving west-northwest. Joint
Typhoon Warning Centre issued a Tropical Cyclone Formation Alert on the
same day, which later developed into a deep depression by evening. On
October 23, it further intensified into Cyclone Dana.

Hay fag= o1 faer™
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e Landfall and Impact (Y¥ fI5d 3R 7um@)

o Landfall: Cyclone Dana made landfall between Bhitarkanika (Habalikhati
Nature Camp) and Dhamra Port in Odisha on October 25 as a severe cyclonic
storm. The landfall process began at 23:30 IST on October 24 and completed
by 03:30 IST. It brought wind speeds up to 110 km/h, with gusts reaching 130
km/h.

o Impact on Regions: The storm caused extensive rainfall, coastal flooding, and
wind damage, especially in Odisha and West Bengal, underscoring the
increased frequency and intensity of cyclones due to climate change in the Bay
of Bengal region.
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e Dissipation and Aftermath GRS 3R uyTd PRIG)]

o Weakened System: Post-landfall, Cyclone Dana weakened into a deep
depression due to increased wind shear and interaction with land. By October
26, it had dissipated completely, leaving behind significant rainfall in the
affected areas.

o Environmental Conditions: The storm's rapid intensification and eventual
dissipation emphasize the critical role of sea temperatures and atmospheric
conditions in cyclone life cycles, a growing concern as global temperatures rise.
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Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT)

e The Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) is a central agency under the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, responsible for promoting and regulating
India's international trade.

e Established in 1991 following the liberalization of the Indian economy, DGFT
formulates and implements Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) to boost exports, improve the
trade balance, and facilitate ease of doing business in India.
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Key Functions and Objectives of DGFT

e Policy Formulation and Implementation

o DGFT formulates policies that guide India's exports and imports, providing
detailed guidelines and licensing requirements for exporters and importers.

o Foreign Trade Policy 2023, currently effective from April 1, 2023, targets to
increase exports to $2 trillion by 2030. This policy emphasizes e-governance
and digitization to simplify procedures for businesses.
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e Licensing and Documentation

o DGFT manages and issues licenses and other export-related documents. These
licenses are essential for controlled items, such as defense and high-technology
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goods.

o The Importer Exporter Code (IEC), a unique 10-digit code, is mandatory for
every Indian business engaged in exports or imports.
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Promotion of Export Schemes

o DGFT administers schemes like Advance Authorization Scheme, Export
Promotion Capital Goods (EPCG) scheme, and Duty-Free Import
Authorization (DFIA), which reduce the cost burden on exporters.

o RoDTEP (Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products) introduced
to ensure international competitiveness by refunding duties and taxes to
exporters.
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Trade Facilitation and Grievance Redressal

o Through e-initiatives like DGFT Digital Platform and Single Window System,
DGFT improves transparency, reduces processing time, and enhances
accessibility.

o DGFT's Grievance Redressal Committee (GRC) resolves issues related to trade
policies and documentation.
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Recent Updates and Key Data

Foreign Trade Policy 2023 emphasizes e-governance, including paperless
transactions, and aims for $2 trillion in exports by 2030.

DGFT has introduced Online Processing of Export Promotion and has moved to fully
digital submission and verification processes.

In 2023, India achieved $770 billion in total trade, a 13% increase from previous
years, largely driven by growth in exports from sectors like IT, pharmaceuticals, and
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textiles.
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Historical Background

The DGFT, formerly known as the Chief Controller of Imports and Exports, was restructured in
1991 during economic reforms to streamline India's trade administration.
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Pl‘yi uig: verb

to try to find out about other people’s private affairs.
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Awe: sif:noun

feelings of respect and either fear or admiration
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Apocalyptic: st frfes: agective
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Eg I‘eg iOUS /1'gri:d3es/ adjective

1. outstandingly bad; shocking.
"egregious abuses of copyright"

Incognito: st advers:

hiding your real name and identity (especially if you are famous and do not want to be recognized)
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